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This article qualitatively introduces the use of illustrations in children's books as a
mediator of intellectual understanding and critical thinking. To show the importance
of teaching philosophy with the help of illustration. A Philosophical teaching
through picture books enables the development of children's cognitive abilities and
it helps them to think and act according to the needs of the society in which they
live. Regarding the teaching of philosophy to children, theorists such as Matthew
Lipman have developed programs that have been used in recent years. In this article,
in addition to the description of Lippmann's method, which emphasizes the literary
text, the possibilities of teaching through illustration are examined. The data
collection method of this research is based on the information obtained from the
library study and internet search, which, while explaining the characteristics of
imagery in teaching philosophy to children, selectively examines the relationship
between concepts and images in two works by Silverstein and one by Wolff Erlbruch
describes and analyzes. The findings show that the ambiguity of abstract forms in
Silverstein's works, as well as the interpretability of color connotations in Erlbruch's
works, can provide the possibility of questioning, thinking, and subsequently inner
knowledge and, finally, the intellectual development of children and make them self-
knowledge, self-improvement, and prepare a better society. In this way, it is
necessary to pay special attention to all dimensions and elements of children's books
so that a direct relationship between the book and the child is formed.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Education through art is an integral part of individual and collective life in all cultures. Art in educational
environments leads to intellectual, emotional and psychological balance as well as the growth of people in
society. Since art is a fundamental part of culture and common heritage of human creativity, and all kinds
of arts throughout history have always provided ways to recognize, represent, and interpret the world; The
level of using various art facilities in education creates the greatest distinction between developed and
developing countries. The artistic process requires questioning, searching, comparing and adapting, which
itself causes the dynamism and flourishing of ideas and human experiences. The quality of life and impact
of a person in society depends on his way of thinking, because poor thinking leaves consequences in the
cultural, social and economic dimensions of life. Accordingly, it is necessary to provide the necessary
grounds to children from childhood and adolescence, by designing programs for teaching thinking.

Methodology

This article qualitatively introduces the use of illustrations in children's books as a mediator of intellectual
understanding and critical thinking in order to show the importance of teaching philosophy with the help of
illustrations. Philosophical education through picture books enables the development of children's cognitive
abilities and helps them to think and act according to the needs of the society in which they live. Regarding
the teaching of philosophy to children, theorists such as Matthew Lipman have developed programs that
have been used in recent years. In this article, in addition to the description of Lippmann's method, which
emphasizes the literary text, the possibilities of teaching through illustration are examined. The data
collection method of this research is based on the information obtained from the library study and internet
search, which, while explaining the characteristics of imagery in teaching philosophy to children, selectively
examines the relationship between concepts and images in two works by Silverstein and one by Wolff
Erlbruch describes and analyzes.

Discussion

This project, which teaches philosophical thinking and is done through art, is influenced by the program
compiled by Matthew Lipman. According to Lipman's approach in teaching philosophy to children, every
narrative in the children's book includes the author's attitude towards existence. The reasons for choosing
these three works from among the numerous visual works in the field of children's and teenagers' literature
can be stated in the following order: firstly, the attention of these works in recent years among Persian-
speaking audiences; Second, the success of these works through numerous translations in different
countries; Third, the narrator and the illustrator are one, and subsequently there is a greater conceptual
connection between the literary text and visual elements. In books for children and teenagers, the
relationship between writing and image is a two-way relationship. That is, the literary text and the image
serve the philosophical content, and the philosophical content serves the illustration. According to the
mentioned cases, the main question of our research is: How can illustrations pave the way for thinking in
books for children, and how do children communicate with illustrations? In order to reach a suitable answer,
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first the importance of education through art, the role of education through illustration and especially the
possibility of philosophical education are explained and explained in this way, and then in the three studied
books, the relationship between illustration and philosophical education is explained from the point of view
of conceptual factors. It will be evaluated in the text and in the image, while referring to Plato's views and
interacting with each other. In this way, how to link concepts with images in the studied books is the problem
of this research.

Conclusion

In abstract images, there is more ambiguity and questioning, and as a result, it is more important in the path
of inner knowledge, because when faced with naturalistic and simulated images, humans reach more specific
and limited results. Despite the abstraction, shape and color have their special place. The findings show that
the ambiguity of abstract forms in Silverstein's works as well as the interpretability of color connotations in
Erlbruch's work can provide the possibility of questioning, thinking and subsequently inner knowledge and
finally, the intellectual development of children and make them self-knowledge, self-improvement and to
build a society. Better prepare. By simplifying the pictorial subjects, the illustrator can direct it towards
abstraction. In this way, it is necessary to pay special attention to all dimensions and elements of children's
books so that a direct relationship between the book and the child is formed.
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