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The aim of this study was to explaining and criticizing lipman’s approach in the
Philosophy for children program of existential questioning perspective. The type of
this research is qualitative and according to the purpose of this research, descriptive-
analytical method was used to achieve and explain the purpose. The statistical
population of the study included Lippmann related works on existential themes and
articles and researches on this subject. For this purpose, to collect information,
appropriate samples from sources related to the research topic were purposefully
selected and to record the data, a receipt form was used and the data obtained during
the research were continuously analyzed and interpreted. Based on the findings of
the research, the themes of existence's attention to meaning, originality and
responsibility have been considered in the philosophy for children curriculum. It is
overlooked that this contradicts the two main ideals of the Philosophy for Children
Curriculum, namely the creation of a safe environment for children to question freely
as well as their emotional care.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, the philosophy for children approach with the aim of developing the most important inner aspect of
children, i.e., thinking, has been considered in the educational programs of many developing countries of
the world. Based on this approach, children are always involved in philosophical questions and often boldly
and outside of conventional expectations, they raise questions at the border of what they know and what
they don't know, and in this way, they move their intellectual caravans and find themselves in state of
thinking. These questions, based on its cognitive foundations, are the first result of the presence of thinking
and philosophy in the child, and through these questions, he takes a step in the circle of analysis and
rationality. The questions that the child asks about the reason for the creation of himself, the world, God,
ethics, beauty, friendship, etc., are all philosophical questions. It is believed that the philosophy for children
program, by creating a class dialogue in the form of a Community of Inquiry, in which children are
responsible for participating in the discussions, will develop their cognitive and questioning abilities but
thinking and questioning in children is not only limited to these philosophical questions. sometimes children
ask questions about death, the meaning of life, free will, God, the origin of all things in the world, etc.,
which have an existential basis. These questions are expressed in different ways by them and are related to
deep secrets and existential concerns, such as why do | exist? why should | die? Does life have any meaning
atall? Am | real or just a dream? who am 1? And ... These questions are usually suppressed by educational
systems and adults. It seems that what has been neglected in education and society regarding existential
education has been honored in the philosophy for children program by providing a context in which
children's questioning is a dominant current. Because existential questions are one of the most basic
philosophical questions and the purpose of the philosophy for children curriculum is precisely to give
children the right to ask questions to give them the opportunity to be aware of their questions and discover
them together in a safe environment.

The argument is that the Community of Inquiry of the philosophy for children program can provide a
safe space for children, to ask questions so that they can freely express their questions and discover them in
a joint process, as mentioned above. These children's questions can have a philosophical and existential
nature.

Methodology

The type of this research is qualitative and according to the purpose of the research, descriptive-analytical
method was used to achieve and explain the purpose. The statistical population of the research included
Lipman's related works regarding existential themes and articles and researches conducted on this topic. For
this purpose, to collect information, appropriate samples from sources related to the research subject were
purposefully selected and a form was used to record the data, and the data obtained during the research were
continuously analyzed and interpreted.
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Discussion

In the examination of Lipman's approach in the philosophy for children program, three main elements of
the Community of Inquiry, i.e. searching and finding meaning, Socratic dialogue and the uniqueness of
children, are related to the principles of Viktor Frankl, Emmanuel Levinas and Jean-Paul Sartre. Lippman's
intended Community of Inquiry presents stories with valuable themes in the classroom with a humanistic
approach and supports children's freedom and personal choice, which is supported by existentialist educators
if it does not lead to ignoring the personal identity of individuals.

The philosophy for children curriculum has cleared the way for both children and facilitators. The topics
and materials discussed during a philosophy for children session show what topics a facilitator teacher is
exposed to in the classroom and what preparations he should get for class discussions.

The philosophy for children curriculum invites both the facilitator and the children to adopt a certain
guestioning attitude towards the content. Existential questions are likely to be born in the philosophy for
children program and in the form of a Community of Inquiry. However, by examining the stories of Doll
Hospital (for preschool) and Pixie (for aged 8-10) and Harry Stottlemeier's Discovery (for aged 12- 14) that
are designed for understanding meaning and reasoning, there is little discussion about how to deal with
children's existential questions. In fact, it is not clear whether the education and training developed in the
tradition of Lipman-Sharp has the resources to provide the context for existential questions in the research
community or not?

Conclusion

The results of the review of educational resources of the philosophy for children program in the Lipman
approach showed that existential questions do not have a prominent role in this curriculum. They are not
explicitly mentioned or discussed in the texts themselves, and they are not highlighted in the relevant
manuals. This shows that existential questioning has been abandoned at the very beginning of the intellectual
development of the philosophy for children program, and this brings criticisms to Lippmann's approach in
several ways.

First, the philosophy for children program claims that it wants to give children the right to philosophize
by involving them with their own questions. While in the curriculum and educational guides of this program,
a proper place is not included for an important part of questions, existential questions, and this is in clear
contradiction with the main goal of philosophy for children. Secondly, although existential questions are
certainly among the most important questions in our lives. The Community of Inquiry has ignored these
questions and the philosophy for children program has no desire to create a place for this part of children's
questioning. This also contradicts the goals of this program. And it may lead to negative bias in the audience
of this program. Leaving children alone and unprepared for existential exploration is not a way to protect
them from suffering, but rather a way to escape the responsibility of providing for their existential needs
that might help them cope with face this inevitable and fundamental aspect of the human experience
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