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In his writings and theories, Kant refers to three imaginations, each of which has a
clear definition and a recognized purpose, and which can be considered in their
ability for general synthesis. three types of imagination are productive, reproductive,
and creative.

Based on the method of transcendental analysis, it is shown that there are
necessary conditions in the relationship between imagination and ethics. In the first
transcendental analysis, it was found that the necessary condition for the moral
action of goodwill and the necessary condition for the realization of goodwill is
creative imagination. In the second analysis, it was concluded that the necessary
condition for the realization of the absolute is the power of imaginative imagination,
and in another statement, it was concluded that the necessary condition for the
Categorical imperative is the imagination. In the third analysis, it was found that the
Categorical imperative is the possibility of the absolute possibility of using the
imagination by a thought experiment.

Based on the Deductive method, three Deductives were obtained. In the first
philosophical Deductive conclusion, it was concluded that for moral education, one
must cultivate the imagination. In the second Deductive conclusion was reached that
for empathy or any kind of moral education in the sense of the Categorical
imperative, one must cultivate imagination. In the third Deductive conclusion, it was
concluded that the method of thought experimentation should be used to cultivate
the imagination for moral education (moral imagination).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the important problems of moral education is why educated people do not always morally as they
should. In moral philosophy, this is referred to as the gap between knowledge and practice. Many moral
philosophers have proposed several explanations for this gap. Regarding the lack of imagination as the main
cause of this gap, the authors endeavor to conceptualize several problems of moral education.

But the critical question here is: What is imagination? We are engaged in the imagination when we think
about the future, want to explain something, or recall a topic, object, or problem. Indeed, all conditional
sentences that begin with the word "if," and we use many of them every day, are based on our imagination.
This way of thinking about imagination has attracted a large number of philosophers, the most important of
whom are Kant, Coleridge, Bachelard, Fichte, Schelling, Heidegger, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Camus, Sartre,
Althusser, Lacan, and Derrida.

Considering some critical roles of imagination in human life like bridging the gaps, enabling humans to
see themselves beyond what is here and now, and bringing them to the richer layers of the meaning that
give our human world its texture, one can see that imagination has had a fundamental role in Kantian thought
system (Matherne, 2016, p. 66). In Kant's opinion, the imagination is placed among other cognitive faculties.
Therefore, imagination has been important for Kant, both in the Critique of Pure Reason and in the Critique
of the Power of Judgment, as well as in other works following these two critiques. Another interpretation is
that while in the first critique, the imagination is fully compliant with the understanding, in the third critique,
it has a free position.

Despite several definitions of the imagination in Kant’s view, they have had a logical order. Kant
mentioned three kinds of imagination in his works and thoughts, each of which had a specific definition and
a special function. However, we can consider the ability of “Synthesis” as the common core of these several
definitions

While productive imagination is the power to determine sensitivity a priori and to synthesize intuitions
according to categories based on Schematism, reproductive imagination is the power of following the
sensory empirical laws and its main function is the association of empirical inputs, and creative imagination
is the power to be free from understanding and has a free function to create its unique ideas.

Conclusion
The problem of this research is related to the gap between theory and practice in moral education based on
Kant’s view. We can speak about three kinds of imagination (productive, reproductive, and creative) in
Kant’s view and works. However, we can assume a common core among them is called the ability to
synthesize.

Applying the transcendental analysis method, we inferred that there are necessary conditions for moral
actions. In the first transcendental analysis, we found that the necessary condition of moral action is
goodwill, and the necessary condition for the realization of goodwill is the creative imagination. In the
second analysis, we concluded that the necessary condition for the realization of the Absolute imperative(?)
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is the power of imagination. In another word, it was concluded that the necessary condition of the
Categorical imperative is the imagination. In the third analysis, we found that the Categorical Imperative is
the possibility of the absolute possibility of applying the imagination in a thought experiment.

Based on the Philosophical deduction method, three Deductives were obtained. In the first philosophical
deductive conclusion, we concluded that for moral education, one must cultivate imagination. In the second
one, we expressed that for empathy or any kind of moral education in the sense of the Categorical
imperative, one must cultivate imagination. In the third one, we concluded that for cultivating the
imagination for moral education (moral imagination) one should apply the method of thought
experimentation.

Finally, it should be noted that this effort could not represent all of the conceptual components of the
imagination and their places in moral education, and as Kant believed in the concept of synthesis that "we
are rarely aware of this function," it should be noted that to understand the philosopher Immanuel Kant,
many pens must be illuminated until a glimmer of the depth of his thought is revealed.
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