Research on Educational Sport Volume 10, No 27, 2022, Page 155-184

Research Paper
Testing the Model of Strategic Indicators Effective in
Attracting Private Sector Participation in the Development
of Sport for All in the Country

M. Ebrahimi!, H. Fahim Devin?, M. R. Esmailzadeh?,
H. Peymanizad*

1. Department of Physical Education and Sports Sciences, Mashhad Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran.

2. Associate Professor, Department of Physical Education and Sport Sciences,
Mashhad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran. (Corresponding
Author)

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Physical Education and Sports Sciences,
Mashhad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran.

4. Associate Professor, Department of Physical Education and Sport Sciences,
Mashhad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran.

Received: 2021/09/12 Accepted: 2021/11/30

Abstract

Sports organizations need to use the capacity of the private sector to achieve their goals.
The purpose of this study was to test the model of strategic indicators effective in attracting
private sector participation in the development of sport for all in the country. The present
study was applied research in terms of purpose and descriptive-correlational analysis in
terms of purpose, which was conducted in the field. The statistical population of the study
included all investors in major public sports projects in the country and officials of the
Ministry of Sports and Youth and the Federation of Public Sport with a total of 154 people.
The statistical sample was 113 randomly selected based on Morgan and Krejcie table. Data
collection was performed using a researcher-made questionnaire with 52 questions of
indicators affecting private sector participation. Data analysis was performed using
descriptive statistics and inferential statistics with the SPSS software version 21 and
LISREL software version 8.8. Findings showed that the model of strategic indicators
effective (Administrative and procedural, legal, information and knowledge, operational
and executive, financial, support, management and planning, supervision and control,
economic and organization and coordination) in attracting private sector participation in

1. Email: maryamebrahimi5057@yahoo.com
2. Email: fahim_pe@yahoo.com

3. Email: reza_ismaeelzadeh@yahoo.com

4. Email: peymanizad@yahoo.com

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public License



Ebrahimi: Testing the Model of Strategic Indicators Effective... 156

the development of public sports is appropriate. The present research model can help the
country's sports authorities to attract the participation of the private sector in the
development of sport for all in the country.

Keywords: Strategic, Private Sector, Attraction of Participation, Sports Development,
Sport for All.

Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Today, sport as a multidimensional tool with wide effects, has manifested its place
and role in spending healthy and enjoyable leisure time (Tamosaitien et al., 2021,
3). The prosperity of sports depends on the strong presence of the private sector
in sports, so we must provide the right conditions for the motivation and activity
of the private sector in the field of sports and remove barriers to the presence of
the private sector and create a suitable environment for investment (Amiri et al.,
2012, 9). Now, given that the development of public sports alone is not possible
for governments and the need for private sector participation in this field is felt
and this participation has been reported as weak according to the country's sports
officials, the researchers seek to examine and test the model of indicators. It is a
strategy effective on the development of public sports in the country through the
participation of the private sector and raises its question as follows: Is the model
of strategic indicators which affect in attracting private sector participation in the
development of public sports in the country appropriate?

Materials and Methods

The present study is applied research in terms of purpose, and quantitative
research in terms of data collection, and descriptive-correlational in terms of
analysis method. The statistical population of the study included all investors in
major public sports projects and officials of the Ministry of Sports and Youth and
the Federation of Public Sports with a total of 154 people. Data were collected
using a 52-item researcher-made questionnaire of indicators affecting private
sector participation in sports development, which was the result of in-depth and
semi-structured interviews with scientific and experimental experts. To evaluate
the face and content validity of the research tool, expert professors’ views were
used. To evaluate the construct validity of the study instrument, convergent and
divergent validity tests and Fornell and Larker matrices were used (Asadollahi et
al., 2020, 326). AVE index was used to evaluate the convergent validity of the
instrument. To analyze the data from descriptive statistics (tables, averages,
standard deviation and percentages, skewness and elongation test) and inferential
statistics (divergent and convergent validity test to check the validity of the
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instrument, Cronbach's alpha test and Guttman coefficient to check the instrument
reliability, KMO and Bartlett test to determine sample adequacy, convergent and
divergent validity to confirm tool structure, Friedman test to rank effective
strategic indicators, structural equation test to test model and GOF index test to fit
the model) with software SPSS version 21 and LISREL version 8.8 were used.
Results

Descriptive findings showed that the variable of information and knowledge
strategies had the lowest mean and the variable of administrative and procedural
strategies had the highest mean. Moreover, according to the results, because the
significance level of Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for the 10 main variables of the
study is greater than 0.05, it can be said that all variables have a normal
distribution. The findings of path analysis also showed that administrative and
procedural variables, legal, information and knowledge, operational and
executive, financial strategies, support and assistance, management and planning,
monitoring and control, economic strategies and variables of organization and
coordination with confidence 95% (t-values greater than 1.96) affect the variables
of effective strategies on participation and their effectiveness is equal to 0.56,
0.60, 0.59, 0.73, 0.68, respectively The latent variable of private sector
participation is the variable of public sports development and their impact is equal
to 0.72. The findings showed that the model of strategic indicators effective in
attracting private sector participation in the development of public sports in the
country has a favorable fit. The results also revealed that the value of the
significance level obtained for the factors affecting the development of grassroots
sports in Friedman test is less than 0.05. Therefore, there is a significant difference
between the mean dimensions of the factors affecting the strategies affecting
participation. According to the average ranks, the administrative and procedural
variable had the highest rank and the management and planning variable had the
lowest rank among the variables.

Conclusion

According to the study’s findings, it can be concluded that the model of strategic
indicators effective in attracting private sector participation in the development of
public sports in the country can be used by the country's sports officials to consider
the role of strategic administrative, procedural, legal, information and knowledge,
operational and executive, financial, support and assistance, management and
planning, supervision and control, economic and organizational to attract the
participation of investors in the private sector. Thus, according to the economic
conditions prevailing in the country and the financial constraints of the public
sector in the implementation of infrastructure projects required by the country, it
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can take advantage of the capacity of the private sector to develop public sports
in the country. The findings of Zareian et al. (2017), Hellowell (2020) and Asadi
Piri et al. (2018) confirm the findings of the present study. On the other hand, the
budgets and financial resources of governments do not fully provide adequate
investment. At the same time, the existing potential and capacities of the country
show the need to use the capital, expertise and innovation of the private sector in
the implementation of infrastructure projects, especially in the development of
public sports, which need to create a suitable platform in all sectors. Attributed to
the government and the provision of incentives and appropriate justification for
investing and encouraging the private sector, the findings of the present study to
identify effective strategies for attracting private sector participation can solve this
problem, it is hoped that attention and use be in charge of the matter.

Keywords

Strategic, Private sector, Attract participation, Sports development, Sport
for all.
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