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Introduction: The aim of this study was to investigate the sociological predictors
of fan motivation. Fan motivation has been one of the most important topics in fan
field studies. In the present study, after examining the research background, three
sociological variables of individual values, team identity and ethnic identity were
selected as predictors of motivation for Tabriz Traktorsazi football fans. The team
quality variable was also considered as a moderator.

Methods: For this purpose, based on the Cochran sampling method, 384 club fans
voluntarily and online in the 1397-98 season of the Premier League football, The
completed questionnaires individual value Kaheli (1983), Team Identity Ahmad
Baba (2003), Etnic Identity Fini (2016), Team Quality of Zhang et al. (1997) and the
motivation of fans Al-Tibetan (2004).

Results: The results of SEM showed that fan motivation was significantly affected
by team q. ality p=0.345), individual values (f=0.25), team identity ($=0.186) and
ethnic identity ($=0.177).

Conclusion: The results of the present study showed a very high motivation of the
fans of the tractor team. According to the results, club managers can relate to
variables: team quality, use of star players and professional coaches, individual
values by providing more security, team identity, distribution of clothes and flags,
racial identity, use of cultural records, and Develop and implement programs and
ethnic customs to increase the motivation of the fans.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The increase in fans is the most important factor in professional sports
development. (Sargeant & Berkowitz, 2014). Fan motivations affect
people's decision to attend a sporting event and their sports
consumption (Gargone, 2016). In light of the significance of fan
motivation, it is crucial to identify the predictors of this crucial and
fundamental variable in sports marketing. For a person who identifies
himself with a sports role, sports identity confers a measure of power
and exclusivity (Zahed et al. 2013). Fans who psychologically feel a
sense of belonging to a club or team are said to have a team identity
(Luke et al., 2014). Erin et al. (2018) reached the conclusion that
people perceive the racial identity of others as a shift in social context
and distinct prejudices. Values represent the principles that are
considered superior behavior from an individual and social
perspective, as well as a person's unwavering faith and conviction
(Garibgorgani et al. 2013). In spite of the influence of team quality,
sociological variables such as team and racial identity and individual
values have been measured infrequently in research. What is the
motivation of Tractor FC fans? one of the questions that has
preoccupied football researchers in recent years. Are sociological
variables like racial, individual, and team values more influential than
sports variables like technical performance and team quality? In this
study, therefore, the variables of individual values, team identity, and
racial identity were examined as sociological predictors of the
motivation of Tractor Sazi Club fans, and the variable of team quality
was examined as a moderator of the relationship between the three
variables above and motivation.

Methods

The method is descriptive-correlational using the structural equation
modeling methodology. Fan motivation (as the dependent variable),
individual values, team identity, and racial identity (as three predictor
variables), and team quality constituted the research variables (as
moderator and predictor). The population was all Tractor FC fans
during the 2018-19 Iranian Premier Football League season. Based on
Cochran's formula, 384 people were considered due to the population
and uncertainty of the exact number of population. In this situation, a
non-random sampling method was employed. The questionnaires of
Kahli's personal values, Ahmadbaba's team identity, Finney's racial
identity, Zhang et al's team quality, and Al-Tibiti fans motivation were
used to measure the variables. There was a five-point Likert scale for
the questions. It should be noted that the questionnaires were translated
using Burlingame et al's three-step. method (2010). All required steps
for validating the content, form, and structure of all tools have been
taken. Exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis methods were
used to examine the construct validity, composite reliability and
Cronbach's alpha for the reliability, the binomial test to determine the
status of each variable, and software-based structural equation
modeling to analyze the data. Using partial least squares data,
the main effects of predictor variables on the criteria and the
moderating role of team quality were determined.

Results

The number of married people with 197 people (51,3 percent) was
greater than of single people with 187 people (40 percent) (48.7
percent). 35.7% of all participants belonged to the age bracket between
26 and 33 years (equivalent to 137 people). The highest concentration
of individuals with a bachelor's degree was discovered in the
respondents’ educational level study. 160 respondents were
independent contractors and 88 were students. Examining the
employment status of these two categories of respondents reveals that
over two-thirds, or 64.6%, of the total volume of respondents fall into
these two categories.

KMO statistic was utilized for exploratory factor analysis, and
Bartlett's test for sphericity was utilized to ensure the data’s fitness for
factor analysis. The results indicated that the sample size was relative
for exploratory factor analysis (KMO =0.911) and Bartlett's sphericity
test indicated that the correlation matrix between research variables is
not a unit matrix (P .05); thus, it is possible to identify and define the
structure (exploratory factor analysis) based on the correlation
between variables. To determine the normality of the test data,
Kolmogorov Smirnov and coefficients of skewness and kurtosis were
used, and the majority of the variables in the current study are not
normal. Consequently, non-parametric tests were utilized to test the
research hypotheses, and the partial least squares method was utilized
to model the structural equations.

Cronbach's alpha coefficient and the composite reliability method or
structural reliability of questionnaires were used to evaluate the
internal consistency of questionnaires in the section on questionnaire
reliability evaluation. The obtained results for both statistical tests
were appropriately evaluated. The reason for using the combined
reliability method in addition to the Cronbach's alpha coefficient is that
the Cronbach's alpha coefficient considers the weight of all items
related to a variable to be the same; therefore, the combined reliability
method is proposed in order to estimate the reliability of the items
related to the variables that are used with the structural equation
modeling approach. The acceptable cutoff point for the combined
reliability index and Cronbach's alpha coefficient, according to
Henseler, Hubona, and Ray (2016), is greater than 0.7.

Conclusion

The results indicated a very high motivation of the fans from
the Tractorsazi team, Individual values have a significant effect
on the motivation of tractor FC fans, and there Is a significant
causal relationship between team identity and the motivation of
tractor FC fans, as indicated by the findings of it is important
for them to demonstrate their team loyalty and happiness,
which will ultimately motivate them to support their favorite
team. The research has a singular focus on fans and does not
distinguish between fanatical and moderate fans. Also, given
that some Tractor FC fans are female, it is sug%ested that this
issue be investigated in the future, or that the effect of gender
be investigated as a moderator in the research model. In
addition, this study was restricted to four predictive variables:
team quality, individual values, team identity, and racial
identity. The sum of these variables could account for
aPprOX|m_ater 42% of the variance in the dependent variable
(fan motivation). Therefore, it is recommended that other
researchers investigate the predictive function of other variables,



such as social interaction, team loyalty, social pride, entertainment,
exteroception in relation to fan motivation.
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