Fitting the Media Literacy Model in Sports with the Structural Equation

Modeling Approach

Hamed Nazarveisil’*), Mozafar Yektayar?®(2)  Hamid Ghasemi?

1. Department of Sport Management, Sanandaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran. E-mail: hamed.nazrveisi@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Department of Sport Management, Faculty of Physical Education and Sport Science, Sanandaj Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran. E-mail: myektayar@gmail.com

3. Department of Sport Management, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: ghasemione@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received:
20 June 2022

Received in revised form:

14 June 2022
Accepted:

16 December 2020
Published online:

16 September 2022

Keywords:
education,
sports Mmedia,
media Lliteracy,
sports literacy

Introduction: The purpose of this study was to fit the media literacy model in sport
with the structural equation modeling approach.

Methods: First, the initial model was identified by grounded theory method and
Strauss-Corbin approach and then its fit was evaluated by structural equation
modeling method. Open, axial and selective coding methods were used for
qualitative data analysis and structural equation modeling method was used for
quantitative data analysis. The sample in the qualitative section included 26 experts
in the field of sports and media who were selected by purposive non-random
sampling method. In the quantitative section, 400 graduate students of sports
sciences were randomly selected in clusters and surveyed with a questionnaire.

Results: In the qualitative section, the requirements of content production, the
development of literacy, highlighting sports and content management as causal
conditions and content form, the use of media industries, content production based
on audience knowledge, the inclusion of media literacy in educational content, pre
Media literacy training needs were identified as contextual conditions. In the
quantitative part, the fit of the model based on qualitative findings was confirmed.

Conclusion: The findings showed that media literacy training, content production
management, use of media industries and highlighting the category of sports have
an effect on the development of media literacy in sports.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the age of communication and information, due to the exposure of
the audience to a large volume of media content and messages, the
necessity of having knowledge to choose the appropriate media
content has increased. The media, while having an essential role in
providing information, are one of the accessible and cost-effective
sources for sports. In other words, one of the important functions of
the media is to deal with various sports topics, which is being done
today in a specialized manner and by producing content in accordance
with the structure of the sports media. Various kinds of research show
that sports media have a great capacity to be role models for young
people and their audiences in creating a positive image regarding the
achievements of sports in various fields. Emphasizing the activeness
of the audience in front of media messages in the age of
communication, the concept of "media literacy" was taken into
consideration. Media literacy refers to the ability to evaluate people's
beliefs and their influence on the formation of public culture, and for
this reason, it is very necessary and important for the audience to have
this important component when using mass media, especially in the
field of sports. So the purpose of this study was to fit the media literacy
model in sports with the structural equation modeling approach.

Methods

First, the initial model was identified by the grounded theory method
and Strauss-Corbin approach and then its fit was evaluated by the
structural equation modeling method. Open, axial, and selective
coding methods were used for qualitative data analysis and the
structural equation modeling method was used for quantitative data
analysis. The sample in the qualitative section included 26 experts in
the field of sports and media who were selected by purposive non-
random sampling method. In the quantitative section, 400 graduate
students of sports sciences were randomly selected in clusters and
surveyed with a questionnaire.

Results

In the qualitative section, the requirements of content production, the
development of literacy, highlighting sports and content management
as causal conditions and content form, the use of media industries,
content production based on audience knowledge, the inclusion of
media literacy in educational content, pre Media literacy training
needs were identified as contextual conditions. The findings showed
that media literacy training has an undeniable role in the creation and
development of media literacy of managers as well as sports media
audiences, but the statistical findings indicate the lack of planning and
neglect of policymakers in this important category. It has caused a lot
of negative impacts and in the end, the level of media literacy in these
two spectrums was low.

Conclusion

The results showed that media literacy training has an impact on the
development of media literacy and content management. The exposure
of the audience to various types of sports media, their different effects
on the dimensions of citizens' lives, and their lack of knowledge and
awareness of these types of media show the necessity of media literacy
education in sports. Sports media managers, knowing the hidden layers
and behind-the-scenes stories of sports clubs and teams, try to use
modern media methods to highlight their purpose and opinion and
present it to the audience as an information package. Put In the
meantime, the audience who does not have the necessary media
literacy and sports literacy, without knowing the policies of the sports
media, receives this information package and its messages without a
critical eye and refers to it as a reliable source.

The category of media literacy education was one of the main axes of
the results of this research. In other words, the sender of the message,
i.e. the managers of the sports media, as well as the audience as the
receivers of the message, should have the necessary media literacy.
Sports media managers, if they have media literacy while knowing the
tastes, needs, and opinions of the audience, try to prepare and publish
content according to the audience's demand. Of course, in this
research, the lack of sports media literacy among sports media
managers was also pointed out many times, and the necessity of media
literacy training and also increasing the sports literacy and information
of sports media managers was emphasized. Media literacy training can
help the audience in selecting the messages sent by different sports
media and also identify the yellow media well. Finally, sports media
literacy should become a culture in society through education in
schools, universities, and even the media itself. They will comment on
them and go to the stage of feedback to the senders. Of course, an
audience that has a high level of media literacy can also play a role as
a producer and sender of a message, and here sports media managers
should consider this skill in the eyes of their audience, with sensitivity
and accuracy produce more messages and send them.
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