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Abstract
The historical architecture of Caspian sea’s southern shores has not been studied extensively. The
present study aims to identify the spatial structure of local mosques in the region and answer two
questions: How similar or distinct are these mosques in their structure and function compared to
the mosques in other parts of Iran, especially the central parts? And in which elements are these
qualities reflected?
The conceptual foundations of the study are based on the assumption that region and culture affect
the structural and functional characteristics of a mosque. A qualitative study is carried out through
the descriptive-analytical method. Data has been collected using field obervation and library
research.
The study concludes that the regional roots of prayer halls and courtyard spaces are especially more
apparent in small mosques. In addition, cultural influences are more apprant in Jami‘ (grand)
mosques.
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