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The stepfamily is more complex than the families resulting from the first marriage
due to its different structure. One of the important dimensions of this type of
family which affects the relationship between the couples, the step-parent and
the step-child and the family structure in general, is the control of monetary and
financial issues. Therefore, the present study was designed to investigate how
financial resources are managed in stepchildren. The research method is
qualitative and takes the grounded theory approach. Fifteen men living in Isfahan
who had the experience of remarriage after divorce and living in a family with
stepchildren were purposefully selected by theoretical sampling. Research data
were collected through in-depth interviews and analyzed using open, axial and
selective coding. The results showed that men, due to factors such as imposed
financial expectations, checking the allocation of financial resources, inadequate
financial support, exercising women's power, etc., had a kind of fear that they
believed had damaged the traditional family structure and authority and the
centrality of the decision was taken away from them. Meanwhile, women, in
particular, competed with men by gaining economic capital and intensifying the
competitive environment of the family through powerful financial management

Keywords: . methods. Although the strategies adopted led to expedient agreements between
Remarriage, Stepfamily, the couples, since the control of monetary issues arises from the existence of
Financial Management, stepchildren, the competition for economic power in stepchildren seems to be

Economic Behavior, Men. | .onstant, leading to the polarization of the family environment.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

With the increased rate of divorce during
the vyears 1991-2020 (Yearbook of
Demographic Statistics of Iran, 2020), it is
not surprising that the rate of remarriages
after divorce also increases. According to
research, as many people with divorce
experience remarry (Gold, 2016; Schmiege,
Richards, & Zvonkovic, 2001), the number
of remarried families is expanding.
However, as Kreyenfeld and Martin (2011)
point out, the increase in the numbers is
not the only reason that makes the study
of  stepfamilies more attractive.
Furthermore, the stepfamilies are complex
and their dynamics are different from the
first families (Adler-Baeder &
Higginbotham, 2004, p. 448) because, by
definition, a stepfamily refers to a family in
which at least one party has a child or
children from their previous maritak life
(Giddens, 2015: 267). Therefore, it is the
presence of children from the previous
marriage that makes the greatest
difference in remarriage from the first
marriage. The quality and manner of the
relationship between the new family
members, i.e., the stepfather's relationship
with the stepchild and the couple's
relationship is very important because it is
these relationship that causes the stability
or collapse of the step family. However,
the complexity of remarriage and
stepfamilies do not end there. One of the
important contexts and factors in
remarriage that also affects the
relationships in stepfamilies is decision-
making and financial ~management
practices. Financial management is one of
the main sources of disputes and a
stressful factor for members of this type of
family. Therefore, in the present study, an
attempt has been made to emphasize the

masculine experiences, decision-making
regarding finances in the step-families,
their degree of access to financial
resources, and in general, the economic
behavior of the step-families. In other
words, the present study seeks to answer
the following questions:

1. How is the allocation of financial
resources in step-families?

2. What is the share of each couple,
especially the man, in making the
financial decisions?

Methods

The present study has used a qualitative
methodology and contextual theory
strategy along with the systematic
approach of Strauss and Corbin. The
research participants were purposefully
selected. In fact, the inclusion criteria
were as follows: the participant must be a
man, have experience of remarriage after
divorce, the new spouse must have at least
one child from the previous marriage, and
at least two years must have passed since
the remarriage. Also, theoretical sampling
has been used in this route. Sampling was
continued until theoretical saturation to
obtain accurate data in a way that could
clearly clarify the dimensions of the
present study. Therefore, 15 men with the
experience of remarriage and family life
were interviewed in the presence of a
stepchild in Isfahan. The time period of the
interviews also varied; this means that the
maximum time was 8 hours and the
minimum time was 4 hours. The data
obtained from the interview were
transcribed and analyzed by open, axial,
and selective coding methods in a
systematic, chain-based and timed
process.
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Results

The present study, through in-depth
interviews with 15 male step-parents in
the city of Isfahan, analyzed the allocation
of resources between the in-laws and
step-children and the extent of couples'
access to financial resources with special
emphasis on men. The results showed that
men, due to factors such as imposed
financial expectations, checking the
allocation  of  financial resources,
inadequate financial support, exercising
women's power, etc., had a kind of fear
that they believed had damaged the
traditional family structure and authority
and the centrality of the decision making
was taken away from them. Meanwhile,
women, in particular, competed with men
by gaining economic capital and
intensifying the competitive environment
of the family through powerful financial
management methods.

Conclusions

Men and women, as two special members
of the family, have the largest share in
family affairs, including economic affairs
and power in general. However, gender
roles differ in the extent to which each
couple contributes to power. Because
gender roles are constructed and
addressed by the value-normative systems
of any society, according to popular
cultural beliefs, men have more power to
make decisions about family matters. They
play the role of breadwinner of the family,
and because of this, they have a more
prominent presence outside the home and
in the public sphere. Therefore, the
economic affairs are focused on men and
the economic power is a masculine
characteristic. Men also seek economic
power in accordance with gender roles
derived from social definitions of

masculinity. The existing legal framework
in the country also confirms the authority
of men in the family. The participating men
in our study also believed in establishing
authority in the stepfamily through gender
role habits. They argued that remarriage, a
step-family, and the presence of a step-
child should not preclude the
establishment of mental and objective
aspects of their masculinity. In other
words, men are educated according to
their character (during the process of
socialization, education, imitation and role
modeling), allocation of financial
resources and control of resources and
decision-making regarding the economic
affairs of the family. This caused women to
witness a new face of power distribution in
the stepfamily as they entered into the
power interactions. Having resources
such as jobs, income, and economic capital
in general are determinants of a person's
power and authority in making the family
decisions. Women no longer just do
housework because they have found
themselves in the public arena because of
job opportunities; aeas that have long
belonged to men. In step-families,
women's economic capital is not derived
solely from employment and income. They
make significant financial investments by
receiving dowry and alimony for their
children. Thus, having these resources
makes women not content with a
predetermined and traditional feminine
role and change the direction of power in
the family in their favor. The competition
between men and women in the family, in
other words, the competitiveness of the
family arena in stepchildren is important.
As mentioned earlier, the authority of men
and women in decision-making in the
family affairs and its gender division shows
how the power is distributed in the family.
Economic affairs are one of the most
important things in the family. This is
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significant due to the presence of
child/children in step-families. In other
words, economic affairs in this type of
family is due to how financial resources
are allocated between the child/children
and stepchildren, financial management,
and control of these resources in general.
Thus, on the one hand, it seems that the
couple's competition for power is a
permanent competition. In this regard,
what happens is a temporary agreement
that is only the best for the family and is
not of a real and permanent nature. In
other words, couples deal with problems
in tolerant ways. On the other hand, the

competitiveness of the family field leads to
female autonomy and male autonomy in
managing financial affairs and as a result,
duality between couples. In general, it
should be said that the combination of
these factors cause the stepfather family
to appear not as a cohesive unit but as a
polarized space.
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