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The evolution of women's religiosity in different generations is the main issue of
this study. The methodological, qualitative research approach in this study was
narrative analysis and data collection was done using narrative interview with
participants selected through snowball sampling. Forty women of two
generations (mothers born in the 1960s and 1970s and girls born in the 1980s)
were selected for the interview. A comparative study of religiosity developments
between the mothers and daughters showed that the girls, for reasons such as
attending university, improving literacy and education, strengthening the spirit
of questioning and criticism, have experienced the transformation of religiosity
and have criticized and rethought their religiosity, so that they have discarded an
important part of the religious beliefs and practices that were performed easily
and without any question in the past. In contrast, the mothers had little
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religiosity, religiosity worlds, and for some reason, were not able to attend college. As a result, their
evolutions, rethinking, religious developments were not as dramatic and comprehensive as those of the
girls, women girls.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The evolution of women's religiosity in
different generations is the main issue of
this study. The religiosity evolutions is a
function of the social and cultural changes
in any society. In particular, due to the
advent of modernity, the speed of change
has become very high and the acceleration
of these changes can also accelerate the
change of religiosity. In other words, the
changes resulting from the modern world
have been one of the important contexts
of changes in the religiosity of religious
people, as we now face all kinds of
religiosity in religious communities and in
our country, Iran. What we prefer in this
study is to investigate the developments of
women's religiosity in Tehran because
according to our experience in Tehran,
these developments have been ascending
and descending several times creating the
motivation for further studies. Therefore,
in the present study, an attempt was made
to answer the following important
questions:

1. What are the religious
developments of women living in
District 4 of Tehran (due to limited
facilities, it is sufficient to select a
sample from one area) ?

2. What is the understanding and
interpretation of women who had a
change in their religiosity?

Methods

The methodological, qualitative research
approach in this study was narrative
analysis and data was collected using
interviews with participant selected
through purposeful sampling. Forty
women of two generations (mothers born
in the 1960s and 1970s and girls born in the

1980s) were selected for the interview. In
this study, according to the subject, the
method of narrative analysis was used. The
tool used to collect the data was a
narrative interview. In  narrative
interviews, the narratives obtained from
the interviewees contain data that can be
used as a substitute for semi-structured
interviews. In a narrative interview, the
informed person is asked to improvise the
story of the subject in which he/she
participated. The questioner asks the
informed person to retell the subject in the
form of an interconnected story of events
from the beginning to the end (Flick, 2015,
p. 92). 40 girls and mothers were selected
for interview from District 4 of Tehran
(District 9 of Majid Abad Neighborhood).

Results
An investigation of the religious
developments of the mothers and

daughters in the current study showed
that the mothers are more religious than
the girls and, in fact, have a wider religious
world. In contrast, the girls are more or
less out of the realm of religion and live in
a world different from that of their
mothers.  They  have  undergone
fundamental rethinking regarding
religiosity. . Out of the 20 girls, 2 did not
accept any religion and were among the
acute converts, and 18 were non-acute
converts who had doubts about some
religious matters and were now selectively
and more rationally religious. In fact, their
modernity has been a kind of non-acute
descending modernity. Out of the 20
mothers, 17 were associated with non-
acute and ascending modernity of the
stabilization type, while the religiosity of 3
was declining. They seriously doubted
hijab and some Qur'anic verses on
women's rights. A comparative study of
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the evolution of religiosity between the
mothers and daughters shows that the
girls have experienced the transformation
of religiosity for reasons such as attending
university, improving literacy and
education, strengthening the spirit of
inquiry and criticism, and living in new and
different conditions from their mothers.
They have critiqued and rethought their
religiosity in such a way that they have
discarded an important part of the
religious beliefs and practices which were
done in the past easily and without any
questioning. In contrast, the mothers had
little rethinking of their religiosity, as they
had different social experiences and
worldviews, and for some reason, were not
able to attend college.

Conclusion

A comparative study of the religiosity
evolutions between the mothers and
daughters showed that the girls, for
reasons such as attending university,
improving literacy and  education,
strengthening the spirit of inquiry and
criticism, = have  experienced  the

transformation of religiosity and have
criticized and rethought their religiosity,
so that they have put aside an important
part of the religious beliefs and practices
that were performed easily and without
any questions in the past.
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