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ABSTRACT

Youths are valuable assets of the society who would determine the future of that society.
As a matter of fact, identifying different dimensions and factors affecting young people as
well as finding solution to their problems are of great importance. The aim of this study,
as the title indicates, is to sociologically analyze the effect of socio-cultural factors affective
on social isolation with a case study of the city of Bagh-e Bahadoran. The research is
descriptive and survey-based; with the statistical population being youths aged 17-25 years
from that city. The statistical population included 2000 people, 322 of them were selected
by the proportional sampling method. The theoretic framework of this research was based
on viewpoints of different thinkers such as Durkheim, Hari Alper, Merton, Simmel,
Almond, Paul, Inglehart, Gwen, Giddens, and Marcuse. Findings show that there is a
direct relationship between religiosity, social participation and social isolation but they are
not meaningful and thus the hypothesis is rejected. With respect to socio-economic base
and social isolation, there is an inverse and meaningful relationship. A direct and
significant relationship is also shown between social media viewing and social isolation.
Also, there is a significant relationship between socio-economic base and the ratio of
social media viewing with social isolation. The regression analysis results show that two
independent and dependent variables are attached to a good model and are able to explain
social isolation. Similarly, they found to provide a suitable fit in the modeling of media
structural equations and socio-economic base. As a result, socio-cultural factors explain
social isolation.
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INTRODUCTION

Social isolation is one of the most complex concepts in language and one of the
most common key concepts in the contemporary social sciences. Due to the use of
this word in various psychological, legal and sociological fields, it has been
manifested in various ways. The common point in the opinion of experts regarding
the inability of humans to live without others, when it shows itself well is that it has
witnessed the collective life of humans in all stages; humans, as needy creature,
when found unable to meet their daily needs, adopted a collective plan to meet their
biological, psychological, social, and other needs.

Korman (1992) describes social isolation as a mental state of a person who has
lost the ability to interact meaningfully with others, but the person feels that he is
unable to understand people's attitudes, is unable to predict behavior, and is unable
to explain his feelings to them. In other words, it means a lack of belonging and a
sense of identity lessens or limits one. Mohseni-Tabrizi (1992) believes that social
isolation means hatred or disgust in feeling, as well as the feeling of detachment,
separation and alienation of a person from himself, others, society, work, etc.

There have been various theories and understandings of isolation, but the
opinion of experts regarding social isolation, shunning of a stratum from society
due to value and normative inconsistency and the feeling of not belonging to the
whole is greater. In this way, Jalali-Moghadam (2001) recognized young people in
the society as a special stratum, by breaking from the prevailing norms and values
and under the influence of age and requirements related to increasing their social
distance and cultural difference. The generational gap helped come to the point that
they were trapped in a self-woven fence that led to social isolation of youth and
disturbed the elements of social harmony in the society. Based on what mentioned
before, it was found that no research has been done regarding the social isolation of
young people in the city of Bagh-e Bahadoran, Isfahan. Therefore, the authors seeks
to find social and cultural factors affecting the social isolation of young people in
the age group between 17 and 25 in that proposed city.

PURPOSE

Investigation and recognition of social factors (social participation, socio-economic
status), cultural factors (religiosity, mass media) effective on social isolation among
young people are carried out on the studied statistical community.

METHODOLOGY

The research method is descriptive and survey-based, in which, the statistical
population includes 2000 youths aged between 17 and 25 from the city of Bagh-e
Bahadoran, 322 of them selected by the proportional sampling method. The
research framework is based on Durkheim, Hari Alper, Merton, Simmel, Almond,



Paul, Inglehart, Gwen, Giddens, and Marcuse. The data gathering tool is a
questionnaire which aims to get the following: measuring the religious belief
dimension derived from the questionnaire of Glock and Stark, Golzari and
Khodayarifard that included 7 questions (minimum score 7 and maximum 35),
measuring the consequence dimension of religiosity with 5 questions (minimum
score 5 and maximum 25), measuring the emotional dimension of religiosity with 5
questions (minimum score 5 and maximum 25), measuring the ritual dimension
with 5 questions (minimum score 5 and maximum 25), measuring the social
participation with 10 questions (minimum score 10 and maximum 20), measuring
social isolation with 12 questions (minimum score 12 and maximum 60), economic
and social base with 5 questions, level of education, job and income, measurement
of mass communication tools with 6 questions (minimum score 6 and maximum
30). The data analysis was done using SPSS and Smart PLS software. To measure the
validity of the questionnaire, the opinion of supervisors, advisers and social sciences
department of the university was taken into account. In order to measure their
reliability, Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used.

FINDINGS

The findings showed that there was a direct relationship between religiosity, social
participation and social isolation, but not significantly. There was an inverse and
meaningful relationship between socio-economic base and social isolation. There
was a direct and significant relationship between social media viewing and social
isolation. Also, there was a significant relationship between socio-economic base
and the number of social media viewing with social isolation. The final results of the
structural equations showed: the total effect of the media on social isolation is equal
to 0.422 and this value is strong and positive. The total effect of the social economic
class variable on social isolation is equal to -0.42, which is strong and negative at the
same time.

CONCLUSION

Social and cultural factors explain social isolation. The regression model of the
research composed of two independent variables and one dependent variable (social
isolation) is a good model and the sum of the above two independent variables
(socio-economic status and the amount of use of mass communication) are able to
explain social isolation. In the modeling of structural equations, the media and the
socio-economic base were able to provide a suitable ground.

NOVELTY

Considering the structure of the country's young population, this research can be
effective in the field and demand of jobs. Further, considering the importance of the
youth force in the growth and development of the country, it can provide a suitable
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ground in solving important problems of the youth and reducing social deviation.
The research findings can also be useful for officials as well as planning and
executive bodies. Providing solutions to reduce or mitigate the social isolation of the
young and identify the negative consequences of social isolation is the other use of
this research. By identifying the factors affecting the social isolation of the youth, it
is possible to bring the youth out of the state of neglect and indifference in the
social, political, and cultural fields, and take action for their active participation in
social arena.
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