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ABSTRACT

With a comparative discourse analysis of three important museums, this article tries
to show the relationship between the institution of power and the institution of
museum in Iran. The research question is whether or not Iranian museums on
different historical topics and periods receive equal attention from the power
institution, today. The method of discourse analysis is based on Foucault’s concept of
power as well as a description of Gillian Rose on this theory. This research is about
power apparatuses and institutional technologies in three important museums i.e.,
The Museum of Ancient Iran, The Islamic Museum, and The National Museum of
the Islamic Revolution and Holy Defense Museum. For that matter, a second type of
the discourse analysis has been used that focuses more on institutions, their related
procedures, and how content is produced. Findings from field surveys of museums
indicate significant differences in the apparatus and institutional technologies being
used there. The results show that The National Museum of the Islamic Revolution
and Holy Defense Museum articulates the discourse of its trustees such as anti-
arrogance, resistance, and progress in comparison with others that are equipped with
the most diverse, advanced, and attractive designs, space, displaying technologies,
and facilities. The Islamic Museum, by the way has its own importance for authorities
because of its post-Islamic Iran cultural manifestations compared to The Museum of
Ancient Iran.
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INTRODUCTION

This article tries to study three important museums in Iran, namely the Museum of
"Ancient Iran", "Islamic Museum” and "Islamic Revolution and Holy Defense”
through a critical discourse analysis to know their relationship with the institution of
power. Most recent studies with traditional approaches consider museum as a field
broader than political knowledge, and hence, think that the museum as an institution
is a phenomenon with specific tasks in modern society (Khosravi, 2018, 43).

It is important to note that the perception of museum, purposes defined for it,
its use, and even its audience and visitors have significantly been influenced by the
dominant intellectual, cultural and epistemological discourse of each period. In
other words, an insight into the evolution of museum in different periods reveals
that this particular institution has always had a discourse function - not only in the
contemporary era but throughout history.

PURPOSE

The paper seeks to answer: How has the desired discourse of those in power after
the Iranian revolution been highlighted in each of the three museums studied? To
answer this question, the role and function of the power apparatus and institutional
technologies of museums have been taken into account because each museum
represents a certain period of time and therefore has had a special relationship with
the dominant discourse in the society. Apparatuses are examples of
power/knowledge such as laws, regulations, and architecture that make up
institutions. And institutional technologies are methods and techniques used to
articulate the desired discourse.

METHODOLOGY

The research is based on two types of discourse analyses. Jillian Rose (2015),
emphasizing Foucault's views, divides the discourse analysis into two types. The
first deals with visual images, writings, or spoken texts. Although this method is
certainly involved in different social situations and authority that are articulated
through images and texts, it prefers to focus on the production and rhetorical
organization of visual and textual content. But the second type is more concerned
about the way of producing and retelling content, and institutions and procedures
associated with it, and particular human subjects that produce it. In short, this
method pays less attention to images and objects and focuses more on power
apparatuses and institutional technologies that surround images and objects. The
emphasis on apparatus and institutional technologies gives a different feature to the
second type of discourse analysis. This directs attention from individual details to
the process of image production and consumption. The methodology presented by
the Second Discourse Analysis allows a detailed study of how dominant power



relations are established by using an institutional procedure. Thus, three museums

“Ancient Iran", "Islamic Museum "and "Islamic Revolution and Holy Defense" were
studied using the second discourse.

FINDINGS

Findings obtained after a field survey of all the three museums indicate significant
differences in apparatus and institutional technologies used there. The results show
that the Museum of the Islamic Revolution and Holy Defense, articulates a
favorable discourse of its trustees such as anti-arrogance, resistance and progress,
compared to the other two that are equipped with the most diverse, advanced and
attractive designs, space, display techniques, facilities and new technologies. The
Museum of the Islamic Era, due its double importance of signifying post-Islamic
Iranian history and its cultural manifestations is important for those in charge and
at the helm compared to the Ancient Iran Museum.

CONCLUSION

It seems bit natural for a government that considers itself Islamic, the history of
post-Islamic Iran and consequently cultural manifestations of the Islamic era are
more important than antiquity. Also, every governing structure, especially systems
developed with the revolution, tries to promote and disseminate their values, beliefs,
thoughts, ideals and goals in different ways. That is why the Museum of the Islamic
Revolution and Holy Defense is known to be a beautiful, up-to-date, narrative-
oriented, suitable for different age groups, attractive, technologically advanced,
audience-oriented, interactive and holds titles such as the most modern museum in
West Asia and the largest war museum in the Islamic world .The audience who
visits this museum considers the narrative of the war and its events in a modern,
pleasant and calm atmosphere and by using advanced digital technologies.This
seemingly paradoxical experience can convey the message that the current peace
and progress of the country in various fields is the result of a culture of martyrdom
and resistance against arrogance.

This is the utopian function of heterotopias that mentioned by Foucault and it is
a promise the museum gives about the emergence of a new discourse between the
display of works and the endless advancement in knowledge. In this way, the
Museum of the Islamic Revolution and Holy Defense, using its apparatus and
technologies, reproduces and dominates the discourse of anti-arrogance, resistance
and progress. In a sense, it can be considered as an exhibition for the empowerment
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

NOVELTY

Numerous internal and external studies have been conducted in the field of
museum as an institution, its relationship with power, its discourse function, and its
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connection with elements such as architecture and new technologies. But what has
not been considered especially in internal studies and, in this respect is also
considered as an innovative aspect of the present study, is the simultaneous
attention to different components. In other words, this study does not focus on just
one aspect such as architecture, narrative structure or technology; rather it has
observed and studied all these elements together as main parts of the discourse.
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