
 

 

Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences, 

Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Monthly Journal, Vol. 22, No. 7, Autumn 2022, 25-41 

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2021.30676.1837 

Advises for Iranian Anthropology with Emphasis on the 

Critical Review on the Book “People and Lands” 

Parvin Ghasemi
*
 

Abstract 

This paper seeks to address aspects of contemporary Iranian anthropology by 

focusing on one of the works of Margaret Mead, a prominent American 

anthropologist. One of these aspects goes back to the introduction of a less-known 

work by Margaret Mead in Iran. In this regard, the position of classical works in 

Iranian academic anthropology is discussed. Anthropology, in the work of Margaret 

Mead, is based on philanthropy, presence, understanding, theorizing, as well as 

futurism in the past. The principles of understanding this type of anthropology is 

imagination, writing, philanthropy, movement, and seeing. Without addressing the 

classics in anthropology education, current Iranian academic education pays less 

attention to these basic works in anthropology. Iranian university anthropology, its 

curricula, the quantity and quality of student participation in curriculum design and 

development, need to be reviewed and revised. Reviewing classical works, 

extracting hidden and obvious principles in these texts and compiling curricula 

based on those principles according to the needs of this science taken from the 

opinions of students and graduates, will be effective in improving this area. 
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