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A Study of Metaphorical Systems in the Poetry of Khalil Mutran
and Golchin Gilani

Ali Salimi*, Shiva Sadeghi**, Elyas Noraei?, Aliakbar Mohseni®

1. Professor, Department of Arabic Literature at Razi University

2. PhD Candidate, Department of Arabic Literature at Razi University

3. Associate Professor, Department of Persian Literature, Razi University
4. Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Literature, Razi University

Abstract

Metaphorical systems are orderly groupings consisting of conceptual, ontological,
and structural metaphors based on sensory experiences and are the result of our
interaction with the surrounding environment. The term conceptual metaphor was
introduced into the literature by George Lycoff and Mark Johnson, based on
cognitive science models and semantic approaches, and with the question of
whether conceptual metaphors are separate or interconnected. A new group called
"metaphorical systems" was introduced, which includes the metaphor of the "great
chain of existence™ and the "structure of the event metaphor.” This study tries to
examine the types of metaphorical systems in selected poems from the work of
Khalil Mutran and the poetic collection of Golchin Gilani to determine which
types of metaphorical systems the two poets have used in their poetry? And what
conceptual features have this kind of use of metaphor give to the poetry of Khalil
Mutran and Golchin Gilani? The results indicate that Mutran describes the society
as a phenomenon as well as a complex abstract system using the " great chain of
existence " metaphor and its related features and the results that govern the
individuals of the society, conceptualizes as an event using the "event structure
metaphor"”. Golchin Gilani also deals with man, war and death as a phenomenon
in the shadow of "metaphors of the great chain of existence” and uses the
metaphors of "event structure” to conceptualize the fleeting moments of life,
happiness and kindness in the mind of the audience.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor; Metaphorical Systems; Great Chain of
Existence Metaphor; Event Structure Metaphor; Khalil Mutran; Golchin Gilani.
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