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ABSTRACT

Aims: The subject of urban facade identity is one of the most important problems of urban
planning and design in the context of Iranian cities which is not the case in developing
countries. Despite discussion on urban fagades identity crisis in academic circles and
urban management, there is still a huge gap between current urban facades and the proper
situation in practice. In this regard the aim of this research is to answer why this gap exists
and also to identify the key identity challenges in the process of creating these urban
facades in Tehran.

Materials & Methods: This Paper stands on the author’s experience, library study and
interview with some relevant experts. Through discussion with some experts in the field
of architecture and urban design in some universities in Tehran and also from urban
management authorities, effective groups on the identity of Tehran urban facades and
how their impact have been recognized and analysed.

Findings: Based on the research outcome there are four main effective groups on the
formation of urban facades identity: citizens, investors, designers and urban managers.
The contributions of each group in this identity challenge have been clarified.
Conclusion: In order to improve this process, the first priority is raising awareness for all
including citizens and investors. Moreover, inconsistency between professional practices
and its payment needs to be solved. Finally, urban design matters such as the combination
of mass and space should be reproduced in the urban management system.

Keywords: Facade, Urban Fagade, Building Facade, Urban Identity, Contemporary
Architecture, New Technologies, Modern Heritage, Urban Design
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