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Abstract

Nowadays, the production and usage of handmade papers as the intangible cultural heritage is very limited and
sometimes forgotten. But, contrary to what happened in Iran, this art has not been forgotten in other countries and
has continued to grow alongside machine papers. The main objective of the study is to answer the question of how
can traditional handmade papers be adapted to the needs of today’s society? The obtained data has been examined
using a descriptive-analytical method with the pathological approach, and research findings are collected from library
and interviews with 11 experts in the field of traditional paper making. The result of the research showed that this
art has been forgotten over time because of the limited producers, lack of skillful specialists, and the monopoly of
teaching by masters. Other factors such as poor quality, lengthy and cumbersome procedure of production, expensive
raw materials, and lack of financial and spiritual governmental and private support have kept artists and paper
makers away from consumption and production. There are some suggestions for development of this art among the
people by applying a variety of methods, such as advertising through social media, exhibitions, university training,
in-person marketing, and acquainting artists with the aesthetic and diverse uses of handmade paper. Moreover,
by applying some specific standards based on the artist’s needs, it can produce high-quality papers, appropriate
textures, and sizes. The use of new techniques and technologies based on preserving the originality of traditional
paper will be effective in accelerating production processes, mass production, and lowering production time and
cost. In addition, establishing associations, biennials, conferences, and absorbing the support of the government
agencies and investment organizations help to contribute to the coherence of a group of paper-makers and artists
to present their work and create competition and brainstorm.

Key words: Traditional art, pathology, handmade paper, paper making.
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