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From the earliest centuries in Islamic civilization, illu-
mination was used in manuscripts because it was used
in conjunction with calligraphy. So Muslim artists have
paid attention to it. One of the exquisite and artistic cop-
ies produced in the middle of the ninth century AH (846
AH), during the Timurid period in Harat, is the Neza-
mi’s khamsah (Add ms 25900), which is preserved in
the British Museum. This manuscript has been studied
many times by researchers due to its excellent illus-
trations. Some of them are attributed to Behzad. This
manuscript has 316 folios and its Dimensions is (leaf):
19.1 x 12.1 cm. This manuscript has been written by
nasta‘liq script and it has 19 miniatures and 5 Illumi-
nations.

Although this manuscript has a lot of great illumina-
tions. But unfortunately the illuminations of this man-
uscript have not been specifically analyzed up to now.
Therefore, the aim of the authors in this article is to
show the approach of the artist or artists in designing
the illuminations in this manuscript by showing the
amount of diversity used in the structure of illumina-
tions (390 inter-text panels) in this manuscript. As a
result, these questions were raised to achieve this goal.
1- Considering that there are many decorated panels in
this manuscript, how much variety is used in these pan-
els? 2- Is the date of design of the illuminations coin-
cides with the date of writing the manuscript (Timurid
period ninth-century AH)? 3- How can small intertex-
tual panels in this manuscript (390 panels) be classi-
fied? This article has been done by descriptive and ana-
Iytical method, and the necessary information has been
obtained from library sources and study of manuscript
illuminations.

This manuscript has four full decorated pages at the
beginning of the manuscript. At first glance, they look
similar, but studies have shown that they are different

in detail. This manuscript has five Title pages, four of
which were decorated in the Timurid period and one
of them (Sharaf nameh section) was decorated in the
Safavid period. The decoration of each of them is dif-
ferent from the other. In addition, this manuscript has
390 panels in the text.

The first study was done on the size of these panels.
The length of all these panels is equal to two of the four
columns of the text, but in contrast, their width is dif-
ferent. 50 inscriptions (panels) were randomly selected
from the beginning to the end of the manuscript and
the ratio of their length to width was determined. The
length of the inscriptions was a fixed number A and the
width of the inscriptions was a variable number B and
the ratio of a to b in each inscription was considered to
be N. The numbers obtained for N were divided into
three groups: Inscriptions whose n is less than 3: wide,
Inscriptions whose N is between 3 and 3.99: Normal,
and Inscriptions whose N is more than 4: Narrow. Re-
sults of the study: 7 inscriptions less than 3 (wide in-
scriptions), 12 inscriptions more than 4 (narrow inscrip-
tions) and 31 inscriptions between 3 to 3.99 (ordinary
inscriptions). So the percentage of inscriptions will be
equal to: wide 14%, narrow with 24% and ordinary in-
scriptions 62%. Studies have shown that the width of
the inscriptions varies, although a large group of these
inscriptions (62% of them) are about the same size.

In the second part of this study, the panels were clas-
sified according to their structure, Patterns, and colors.
For example, 22 inscriptions without medallions: 21
inscriptions of Arabesque ornaments only, 1 inscription
of Khatai ornaments only. 368 inscriptions with medal-
lions: 64 incomplete inscriptions. 304 complete inscrip-
tions: 164 inscriptions with Arabesque theme only. 131
inscriptions with Arabesque and Khatai background de-
sign and 9 inscriptions with Khatai and ... Studies and

“Corresponding Author: Tel: (+98-912) 1612246, Fax: (+98-21) 88035801, E-mail: afzaltousi@alzahra.ac.ir


https://dx.doi.org/10.22034/ra.2022.541445.1123

comparisons showed that the decoration of each panel
is different from the other. It is necessary to mention
that panels in the Sharaf nameh section remain incom-
plete and they also belong to the Safavid period. It was
also found that Arabesque ornaments were used much
more than foliage (Khatai) ornaments in illuminations,
and ultramarine color uses more than golden color.

Prior to this research, some researchers had noted the
diversity in the design of frontispiece. But it is import-
ant to observe this amount of variation in the small tex-
tual inscriptions in this manuscript. It is very important
to see the great variety in the panels of this manuscript.
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Because the illuminator or illuminators, due to the large
number of panels and manuscript papers, could easily
execute many panels like each other without the audi-
ence noticing the similarity. Therefore, this attempt to
create different frames and panels in this manuscript
can be considered as originating from the thought and
worldview of the decorator or the decorators of this
manuscript. By studying other examples, it is possible
to attribute this kind of attitude to other illuminator or
illuminators in Islamic civilization.

Keywords
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