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Newly-found Verses of Rashid-al-din Watwat

Sarah Saeidi’

Abstract

Saeed Nafisi’s critical edition of Rashid-al-din Watwat’s Divan, published in 1960,
is the only edition available. Due to Nafisi’s lack of access to many manuscripts of
Rashid-al-din Watwat’s Divanand many old anthologies and miscellanies
containing his poetry, plenty of errors and flaws entered his edition. One of these
flaws, neglected in the studies of the researchers, is the absence of some verses in
qasidas, tarkibbands, tarji‘bands, ghet‘chs, and ghazals, and in some cases, the
elimination of the whole poem or some scattered verses. So far, the studies have
focused primarily on vocabulary errors and the need to re-edit his divan. Still, no
separate research has been done on the poet’s newly-found poems regarding the
manuscripts and anthologies that include his poems. This study presents 75 newly-
found verses of Rashid-al-din Watwat based on seventeen manuscripts and four old
anthologies and discusses the reasons for their attribution to Watwat.

Keywords: Rashid-al-din Watwat, Rashid-al-din Watwat’s Divan, newly-found
verses, Persian manuscripts, miscellany, old anthologies

1. Visiting professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, Japan email:
persianliterature.sarahsaeidi@tufs.ac.jp
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