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Humorous Features of Abu Said Abul-Khayr; An
Analysis Based on Asrar al-Tawhid and His States and

Words
"Mohammadreza Movahedi
The Associated Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Qom University
“Masood Moazami Ghodarzi
Ph. D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, Qom University

In the present article, we have investigated and analyzed motivations and
reasons for satirical speech and humorous behavior of Abu Said Abul-Khayr,
a prominent mystical figure; and by using the method of content analysis, we
have studied the effect of his moral and mystical characteristics on his satirical
speech and humorous behavior. The main aspect of Abu Said's humorous
personality is his improvisation and his dominance over verbal games. The
findings of the research show that the most important aspects of Abu Said's
satires can be analyzed in thirteen categories. The three cases of 1.
improvisation and dominance over verbal games, 2. humor of the situation or
practical teaching of mysticism based on humor 3. avoiding selfishness and
egoism, constitute more than 60% of his satirical motives. The topics
discussed in this research are as follows: Abu Said's inherent sense of humor;
the issue of people liking him because of his humor; humor as a marker of his
mystical, moral, and social characteristics.

Keywords: Humor, Character, Abu Said Abul-Khayr, 4srar al-Tawhid,
Mysticism.
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