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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, international migration is one of the most important factors affecting population
dynamics and changes, which has also turned the attention of both researchers and
policymakers. Understanding factors that underlie the desire to migrate has an impact on
future migration tendencies and trends. The aim of the present study is to identify the extent
of Iranians' desire to go abroad and the impact of demographic-contextual and structural
factors on it. The methodology applied here is the secondary analysis of micro-data of the
National Social Capital Survey of 2018. The sample includes 17078 people aged 18 and above
living in 31 provinces of the country. According to the research findings, 42% of the
respondents are willing to emigrate and are considered as potential immigrants. The results
showed that people with a tendency to emigrate are often single, young (18 to 49 years old),
with university education, middle class and living in cities. Also, the results of bivariate
analysis of the relationship between structural factors (social satisfaction, social hope and
vitality, sense of social security and assessment of the future of the country) showed that all
these have a negative and significant connection with the tendency to emigrate abroad.
Finally, based on the results of multivariate analysis (logistic regression), by controlling
demographic and contextual variables, the level of social hope and vitality and the
assessment of future situation of the country, still have a significant effect on the tendency to
migrate.
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, international migration is one of the most important factors affecting
population dynamics worldwide. According to Jorgen Carling (2002, 5), as much as
we talk about the "age of immigration” in today's world, we can talk about the
“involuntary immobility ". Migration is a socio-economic and maybe political reaction
to achieve better life, and in particular, is a reaction with regard to their condition.
Despite seeing migrant flows from neighboring countries (especially Afghanistan),
Iran too sends many migrants to other countries and is in the category of migrant
nations. In terms of key indicators of international migration, Iran ranked 54 and 23
among 232 countries sending and receiving migrants in 2020, respectively (World
Migration Report, 2020). In terms of students migrating to other countries, Iran
ranked 19 out of 241 countries in 2021. Regarding the index of potential migration
flows in the period 2015 to 2017, Iran was 87th among 152 countries.

PURPOSE

The aim of the present study is to identify the extent of Iranians’ tendency to
international migration and its influencing factors. In this regard, we tried to
answer the following questions: What is the tendency of international immigration
among Iranian people? How variables such as social satisfaction, hope and social
happiness, social security and assessment of the future effect the tendency for
international migration? How contextual and demographic variables effect the
tendency to international migration?

METHODOLOGY

The methodology is based on secondary analysis of micro-data of the National
Social Capital Survey in 2018. The sample size includes 17078 people aged 18 and
above living in 31 provinces, both urban and rural areas. Demographic
characteristics of respondents include: 50% of were female and 50% were male. The
average age of the respondents was almost 39 years. 72% of the respondents were
married, 22% were single and 6% without a spouse due to death or divorce. In terms
of education, about 6% of the respondents were illiterate and 35% had a university
education. Also 40% of the respondents were employed at the time of the survey. In
this study, independent variables included demographic and structural factors
whereas dependent variable was the tendency to international migration. The
tendency was measured through the question: Would you apply for international
migration if you could?

FINDINGS

Table 1 shows the tendency of respondents to emigrate in terms of variables related
to structural factors and conditions. According to the results, social satisfaction had
a negative and significant relationship with the tendency to emigrate. The level of



hope and social vitality with the level of desire to emigrate indicated a negative and
significant relationship. In contrast, the tendency to emigrate for people with high
social satisfaction was 40%. 42 percent with low social hopes and enthusiasm tended
to emigrate. In contrast, the tendency to emigrate was 38% among the people with
high social hope and vitality. The feeling of social security also had a negative and
significant relationship with such tendency. Also, the relationship between the
assessment of future situation and the tendency to emigrate had a negative and
significant relationship.

Table 1. Respondents’ tendency to emigrate in terms of variables related to structural factors and
conditions, 2018

Tendency to Emigrate (%)

Variable Sample
No Yes
Low 56.6 434 4217
Medium 57.9 421 9707
Social satisfaction
High 59.5 40.5 3154
Statistical test X?=6.368 sig=0.041 17078
Low 57.7 42.3 6274
Medium 56 44 6931
Hope and social vitality
High 61.7 38.3 3873
Statistical test X?=33.689 5ig=0.001 17078
Low 56.8 43.2 10008
Medium 59.5 40.5 4166
Feeling of social security
High 59.3 40.7 2904
Statistical test X?=11.409 sig=0.003 17078
It gets worse 57.1 42.9 12606
Does not change 58.8 41.2 2320
Assessment of the future
It gets better 61.1 38.9 2152
Statistical test X?=12.831 sig=0.002 17078

Also, the results of bivariate analysis of the relationship between structural
factors (social satisfaction, social hope and happiness, the sense of social security
and assessment of the future) showed that all these had a negative and significant
relationship with the tendency to emigrate. Finally, based on the results of
multivariate analysis (logistic regression), by controlling demographic and
contextual variables, only the level of social hope and happiness and assessment of
the future, found to have a significant effect on the tendency to migrate.
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CONCLUSION

It can be said that the negative impact of variables of hope and social happiness, and
the assessment of the future situation indicate the weak performance of
governmental institutions. In other words, different social groups have not been
successful to achieve their goals and meet their needs. At the macro level, the Push-
Pull theory refers to structural factors that encourage people to leave their residence
and as a result lead to an increased desire for international migration. Therefore, it
is suggested that by improving the performance of governmental institutions and
eliminating structural issues such as unemployment and economic corruption, the
level of satisfaction and social hope could be strengthened in order to reduce
tendency among the people to migrate abroad.

NOVELTY

Paying attention to the importance of monitoring and continuous study of social
and economic changes affecting the migration tendency reveals the value of the
present study. Therefore, in order to conduct original research, we used the data of
the National Social Capital Survey, which was conducted in 2018 with a sample of
17078 people. In the process, the impact of demographic variables and contexts
affecting the migration tendency were identified.

The results can help improve social policies. We observed that the tendency to
emigrate is higher among people with university degrees. Therefore, it is necessary
for policy makers and planners to pay special attention to scientific elite, especially
in providing educational and research facilities and job opportunities. In this
regard, by planning and formulating return policies and rotation of immigrants and
communication with Iranians abroad, it is possible to provide the ground for their
return and use their expertise in the country.
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