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ABSTRACT

Due to persistence of fertility below the replacement level and the need to identify relevant
factors, this article focuses on the impact of security feeling on the number of children ever
born, ideal, intention, and intending to have another child. Using data from married lifestyle
survey, 1189 married men and women in Tehran, in which, the woman with less than 50
years old and fertile were selected in a multi-stage clustering sampling method and used in
the final analysis. The results showed that an average ideal children number in the
respondents was more than two children (2.13%), the intended children number 1.91%, the
number children ever born was less than the replacement level (1.41%) while 36.9% intended
to have another child. There was a significant relationship between the feeling of security and
the number of children ever born, ideal and intention. Logistic regression models have
shown a significant effect of the feeling of security on childlessness or having one and two
children. Policy suggestions in order to increase childbearing are based on a suitable context
to reduce risky situations and increase the feeling of security in various economic, public,
judicial and political domains, including job security and adequate income, political stability
and immunity from any offense.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent years, many countries around the world, including the developing ones,
have experienced fertility decline and today more than half of the world's
population lives in countries where fertility is below the replacement level (Pison
and Wilson, 2004). One of the explanations for low fertility is the feeling of security
that can be the basis for decision-making and action (Bayat, 2010). Parenting is a
long-term commitment and when an uncertain future is perceived, these
arrangements are postponed or ignored (Bernardi et al., 2008). Regarding the
impact of security on fertility, few studies have conducted in Iran, which are mainly
limited to economic security and job security, even though the feeling of security
has different dimensions which needs to be taken into account.

PURPOSE

The aim of the article is to investigate the effect of the feeling of security on
behavior, ideal and intention to have children in married women and men in
Tehran, the Iranian capital which has had low fertility for more than two decades
and is currently experiencing even lower. "Risk aversion” and " uncertainty
reduction” theories are more useful in investigating the effect of the feeling of
security on fertility. These two theories propose two opposing strategies that may be
used to deal with uncertainty, but what they have in common is uncertainty about
the future as negative things that people seek to avoid or reduce. The theory of "risk
aversion" derives from the theory of rational choice and the new economics of the
family (Becker, 1960) that, in deciding to have children, people calculate that the
benefits of having an additional child should be greater than the costs. According to
the "uncertainty reduction” theory (Friedman et al, 1994), even under high
uncertainty conditions, people still have children. According to the risk aversion as
a theoretical framework, there is a relationship between the feeling of security and
the number of children ever born, ideal and intended and to have another child.

METHODOLOGY

Data were extracted from the survey of married lifestyle and its determinants in
Tehran. The statistical population was married couples of Tehran. Based on design
effect of 2 and unresponsive adjustment coefficient of 0.25 and a possible drop in
households, 2000 samples were considered. The sampling method was multi-stage
clusters and samples were selected from 50 district of Tehran. Questionnaires with
high unanswered and unreliable ones, infertile people (21) and people with non-
reproductive age (526) were excluded and finally 1189 married men and women
were used in the analysis. Cronbach's alpha was applied to check face validity based
on expert judgment and the reliability of questionnaires.



FINDINGS

The research samples consisted of 1189 married men and women with the age
group of 19 to 62 years (average 37.73 years). The highest frequency in education
level was pre-university and diploma (35.4%), employed (6.60 %), and only 2.31 %
households had higher than average income. As we can see in the table below,
9.23% of the people lacked children, a significant (8.28%) had one-child, 8.33% with
two children while just 4% intended to remain childless.

Table 1. Distribution of the number born, ideal and intended children

No. of Children Born No. of Ideal Children ~ No. of Intended Children
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

Childlessness 284 9.23 29 2.4 48 4

1 Child 342 8.28 199 16.7 298 25.1
2 Children 402 8.33 711 59.8 618 52
3 children 116 8.9 110 9.3 170 14.3
4 Children & more 45 9.3 140 11.8 55 4.7
Mean 1.41 2.13 1.91

The table below shows the results based on the regression model of the number
of born, ideal and intended children using predictive variables. Considering the
deviation statistic, the degree of freedom in the number of children born is closer to
one and the number of ideal and intended children is beyond one. Therefore, the
Poisson regression was used in the model of the number of children born whereas,
the negative binomial regression was applied in the number of ideal and intended
children. The results showed that the greater the feeling of security, the more in the
number of born, ideal and intended children.

Factors affecting the number of born, ideal and intended children using predictive variables

No. of Children Born No. of Ideal Children No. of Intended Children
Variables Class Risk Ratio Risk Ratio Risk Ratio
Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2

Width fi
i trom - 1/046 0/088* 1/404* 1/200 1/455* 0/694
Origin
Gender (Ref,:
- : 0.667 * : 0.893 . 0903
Female)
Primary and
1/579* - 1/220 - 1/316*
Education (Ref.: Middle
Uni it High School
niversity) 160 Schoo 17427+ - 1/075 - 1/213*
and Diploma
L th
Household 2;;’)“ an : 1/413+ : 1/222% : 1/333%
Income (Ref.: From 2250 1o
Higher than 3750) - 1/243 * - 1/077 - 1/171

Employment (Ref.: Employed) - - -
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No. of Children Born No. of Ideal Children No. of Intended Children

Variables Class Risk Ratio Risk Ratio Risk Ratio
Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2
Age - - 1/060* - 1/006 - 1/012*
Feeling of Security - 1/013* 1/011* 1/009* 1/010* 1/012* 1/013*
D sviat D o, o,
eviation /Degree 1.029 0.637 0.161 0.150 0.181 0.153
of Freedom
Chi-square 14/961 471/406 3/428 189/529 5/862 38/883
Degree of
Omnibus Test . egrec o 1 8 1 8 1 8
freedom
Significance 0/000 0/000 0/064 0/011 0/015 0/000
CONCLUSION

The feeling of security is an effective factor in parenting and lack of childlessness,
one-child and two-child. Its significant effect on exit from two-child is a very
valuable finding and shows the importance of the effect of the feeling of security on
having children. Therefore, in the policy based on having more than two children,
one of the solutions is to increase the sense of security in economic, public, judicial
and political domains. In this regard, organizations with people’s participation and
their cooperation with the government can be effective by updating laws and
regulations, reducing discriminatory laws, speeding up court cases, and dealing with
economic and public corruptions.

NOVELTY

In this article, different dimensions of the feeling of security, which were mostly
neglected, were taken into account. Given socio-economic changes such as
increasing education and income and well as women's employment that societies
inevitably go through, this research finding will be very effective in policymaking. A
comparison of the desire for having children between men and women showed that
sense of security and the transition to another child and from one to two are
significantly higher among men than women. This finding shows that if men feel
security, they would want to have two or even more children.
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