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Gender in Female and Male Narratives of War from the Perspective of
Critical Analysis of Metaphor

Zohreh Shahrestani ', Seyed Ali Asghar Soltani ?, Seyed Abdolmajid Tabatabaei Lotfi *
This qualitative study was conducted with the purpose of investigating gender in female
and male narratives of war from the perspective of critical analysis of metaphor with the
method of qualitative content analysis; thus, all written scientific sources were studied and
conceptual metaphors and schemas applied in six stories about war were extracted. After
comparing the metaphors and schemas, the methods of authors' mental conceptualization
were identified from the metaphors extracted from their works. After analyzing the data,
the types of schemas applied in the stories were extracted on the basis of the role of
gender in analyzing the metaphors, the how of conceptualization with the metaphors and
hidden insights in storytelling. The results showed that in the works of female writers, the
most metaphor is related to ontological metaphor and the least is related to directional
one, and in the works of male writers, the most is related to structural metaphor and the
least is related to directional one. This difference between men and women in terms of
applying the type of metaphor demonstrates the type of their attitude and ability or their
greater desire to objectify abstract concepts. According to the results, the mentioned
method can be suitable for analyzing the narratives from the perspective of critical analysis
of metaphor in the literature of holy defense; because, the schemas on the one hand
shows the linguistic constructions and on the other hand indicates the formation of mental
images as a result of conceptualization.
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