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A Historical Analysis and Critique of the Theory of the Absence of
Hijab in the First Century AH

Nahid Tayebi', Nematollah Safariforoushan’
The issue of Hijab and its presence in the first century AH is among the basic issues of
women's cover and Hijab. This documentary-analytical study was conducted with the aim of
analyzing historical documents about the issue of women's Hijab in the first century AH and
how of the Prophet Mohammad's and other religious leaders' behavior with women without
the Hijab at the beginning of Islam; thus, all related written sources including scientific books,
articles, and related reports were reviewed, and this claim was analyzed and criticized that
there is not a historical report showing the Prophet Mohammad and the religious leaders of
beginning of Islam confronted and disagreed with the non-Hijab and they punished women
without the Hijab. According to the results, the followings confirm the presence of Hijab at
the beginning of Islam: the role of women's cover in happening some wars, the public protest
against some women without the Hijab, the change of women's cover after the descent of
Hijab verses, and the emphasis on women's cover in the reports of the captives of Karbala.
In addition, there are some historical reports that reject the mentioned claim and confirm the
presence of Hijab at the beginning of Islam, such as positive confrontation of the Prophet
Mohammad and Imam Ali in the form of orders, advices, or prayers for women to wear the
Hijab and their negative behaviors in the form of forbidding the non-Hijab and turning away
from women without the Hijab.
Keywords: women's Hijab, the issue of the presence of Hijab, historical critique of the
absence of Hijab, the Prophet Mohammad's tradition, Ahl al-Bayt's tradition, history of the
beginning of Islam.
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