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Abstract

The equivocity (al-ishtirak al-lafzl) and univocity (al-ishtirak al-
ma nawi) of the term “exist” was always a concern of recent Muslim
philosophers (since Mirdamad until the present day). Some philosophers
believe in the equivocity of “existence” and others adhere to its univocity.
A proponent of equivocity is Mulla Rajabali Tabrizi. He believes that the
term “exist” means two distinct things when it is used about the necessary
being and possible beings. The main problem of this article is to provide
an account of this thesis and the arguments of Tabrizi for his view. We
offer our critiques as well as two interpretations of his equivocity thesis.
One interpretation was provided by Mulla Abd al-Rahim Damawandi and
the other by a student of Tabrizi called Mir Isma‘il Khatinabadi. The
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method of this research is library research and descriptive-analytic. The
rough conclusion of this paper is that Tabrizi fails to articulate philosophical
arguments for the equivocity of “existence,” and his evidence from religious
texts is worthy of consideration only if we accept his peculiar method of
exegesis. Of the two interpretations of Tabrizi’s thesis of equivocity of

noteworthy in our view.
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