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Covid-19 Public Social Stigmatization
and Related Factors in Ilranian
Population

Arashk, F., Dehnavi Rezaei, *S.

Abstract

Introduction: Stigmatization is a
psychosocial phenomenon that begins with
physical, psychological, or social labeling
and leads to social exclusion and isolation.
Covid-19 is a contagious and deadly disease
that severely puts patients at risk of social
stigmatization and exclusion

Method: This research design was descriptive
with survey type. The statistical population
included adults in range of 18 to 60 years
living in Isfahan-Iran from  October to
November 2020. A sample of 322 people was
selected by the multi-stage cluster sampling
method. The instruments of were the Public
Stigma related to the Covid-19
Questionnaire, as well as, the demographic
questionnaire of disease-related factors. The
data were analyzed using variance analysis
through SPSS software.

Results: The findings indicated that more
than 80% of men and women of different ages
and levels of education, and with medical and
non-medical occupations, report high public
stigma against Covid-19 patients. People who
themselves or more than one person around
them became infected with Covid or those
who cared for patients were less likely to
report stigma against infected people (p
<0.05).

Conclusion: Covid-19 Public stigmatization
is highly prevalent in Iranian society. People
with history of Covid-19 , individuals around
them and their carers reported less
stigmatization against Covid-19 patients.
Based on the results, experiencing the disease,
and having a close interaction with
stigmatized persons is associated with
reducing stigmatization.
Keywords:  public
infectious diseases.
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3. communication stigma
4. mark

5. labeling

6. responsibility

7. peril
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1. health stigma and discrimination framework
2. Infodemic
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3. negative emotions
4. behavioral avoidance
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1. Covid-19 Public Stigma Questionnaire
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