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Abstract

In this paper, the author has tried to describe the nature of philosophy and the
definition of a philosopher via studying and investigating the Ibn Sina's works. This
method has several benefits: 1. It is known that what some scholars of the history of
philosophy (e.g. Majid Fakhri) have said without investigating Ibn Sina's view is
incorrect. It will be disclosed that some later philosophers after Ibn Sina (e.g. Mullah
Sadra) who have mentioned some philosophical issues in their books under their
own names and without quoting Ibn Sina belongs to Ibn Sina. 3. It leads to the
conclusion that Islamic philosophy should be learned from its main source and Ibn
Sina's authority has to be accepted - the same method that Abdul Karim Shahrestani
has used in his book "Al-Mulla Wal-Nahl", which preferably considered Ibn Sina's
views and opinions in introducing Islamic philosophy rather than other Muslim
philosophers, and referred to him as "the sign of the people".
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Problem Statement

The attitude, view, perception and totally the philosophical structure of a thinker is
influenced by the answers of the following questions: What is philosophy? Who is a
philosopher? What features and characteristics they have? Is philosophy science? If
yes, what kind of science it is? To what extent does it meet the criteria of a science?
And/or what kind of creature (s) is philosophy talking about: nature, the supernatural,
or both? Moreover, is the philosophy independent knowledge and philosopher a
freethinking person whose thoughts and ideas are based on intellectual independence
or is he influenced by the Shari'a like a theologian?

The position of a philosophical school and its philosophers in answering such
questions directly or indirectly can affect the type of philosophical structure and its
identity.

For instance, it is referred to the Henry Carbon's understanding of Islamic philosophy
that he called Islamic philosophy "Theosophy". Of course, one who has this view
regarding the Islamic philosophy, his philosophical structure will be different and
will be in the same direction.

Criticizing the Carbon's opinion, Dr. Haeri Yazdi says that with this naming, he has
caused serious damage to the Islamic philosophy, because in Western Orientalist
circles, this word is equivalent to such things as exorcism and summoning of spirits
(Haeri Yazdi, 2005, p. 396)

Ibn Sina is a genuine, creator, innovator , thinker and philosopher, and he is rightly
the "head of Islamic philosophers". Although he has benefited from the philosophical
experience of philosophers before his, it can be said that his philosophy is neither
Platonic nor Aristotelian nor neo-Platonic. Accordingly, the view of Majid Fakhri,
who introduced him as a Platonic, Aristotelian, and neo-latonic philosopher, is
incorrect (Majid Fakhri, 1993, p. 151).

Ibn Sina is a realist philosopher who is not hostile to any of these ideas.He sought to
discover the truth and believed the way to discover it is providing proofs.
Furthermore, he is an existential philosopher who has made existence the axis and
subject of philosophy and tested philosophical issues via it (Tusi, 1983, 18)

Ibn Sina's definition of philosophy and his interpretation of the philosopher are
different from the concepts of the two in ancient Greece and Neoplatonic philosophy.
The difference is not because he said something contrary to the previous
philosophers, but because Ibn Sina provided a more comprehensive and complete
definition of these two terms (philosophy and philosopher) than his predecessors so
that philosophy is theoretically compatible with revelation, religion and spirituality,
and this goal has been achieved by equating philosophy with divine wisdom. lbn
Sina writes: "Wisdom is the knowledge of God, God who is the necessity of self-
existence and the wise is the one who knows that the necessity of existence is a
perfect creature and beyond him are imperfect creatures” (Ibn Sina, 1984, pp. 61-



62). He indeed believes that most of the wisdom is the knowledge of God (Ibn Sina,
2009, vol. 1, 76).

One of the novelties of this paper is that the author has examined all the works of
Ibn Sina, including all ten volumes of the book of Shifa. In this paper, the focus is
on Ibn Sina's perception of the philosopher and his definition of philosophy and
avoided to assess other philosophical topics as much as possible so that the present
article becomes problem-oriented. Based on the author’s best knowledge, this is the
first time that study entitled "hhilosopyy and hhilosopher in Ibn Sina’s view" is
conducted. This issue can be considered as a reason and a sign of the innovation and
novelty of this paper and of course, it is not far from shortcomings, and hoped other
researchers to eliminate its deficiencies.

Method
The research methods in this paper were, was descriptive — analytic with reference
the literatures review and critical approach.

Findings and Results

According to the author, despite the dominance of Sadra's philosophy over the
thoughts and ideas of our contemporary philosophers, Abdul Karim Shahrestani's
view is still correct and defensible. It is necessary to continue Ibn Sina's
philosophical "authority" in the research of Islamic philosophy in order to disclose
the hidden perspectives of his philosophy and, like I1bn Sina himself, to avoid mixing
philosophical issues with theological and mystical ones as much as possible.
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