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Abstract

In proposing his doctrine of creation, Avicenna is under the influence of
Aristotle and Neoplatonian theory of emanation as well as Islamic theologicians and
religious texts. This is why his thought is basically different from previous thinkers.
While he defines “the agent” as “emanatory” and “cause of existence”, helbelieves
that the relationship between the beings and the agent is based on an existential

1. Ph.D student specialist , Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch, Tehran, Iran
Sedighehriyahi@yahoo.com
2, Associate professor of philosophy, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch,

Tehran, Iran, corresponding author Moh.akvan@iauctb.ac.ir
3. Najafiafra.Mehdi. professor, philosophy, central Tehran branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran Mah.najafiafra@iauctb.ac.ir

Received: 04/04/2021
Reviewed: 24/04/2021
Revised: 17/07/2021

Accepted: 19/07/2021



relationship. With minor amendments, his theory of “creative foreknowledge” can
be proposed as a prominent theory about the origin of emanation of beings. He
examines divine knowledge by referring to “knowledge by presence” and “unity of
the knower and the known”. Given his comments about knowledge by presence, the
divine knowledge about the created beings including mubda‘at, mukhtara'at and
mukawwanat can be explained based on his theory. Particularly, he explains divine
knowledge about the created beings through the divine knowledge of his own
essence. Then the emanation theory has not been neglected by later philosophers and
has been considered as one of the most rational interpreatations of God as the creator
and agent and of the creation of world. In this article. We have tried to explain the
relationship between the creator and the created based on the emanation theory of
Avicenna. The theory of emanation along with We have tried to explain the
relationship between the creator and the created based on the emanation theory of
Avicenna. The theory of emanation along with the divine knowledge has been
proposed as the basis of “creation out of nothing” (creatio ex nihilo).
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Problem Statment

Avicenna considers the creation of the world one of the most important religions
doctrines and uses the word “Khalq” for expressing the relationship between God
and the world.

Since creation as the relationship between God and the world is the subject of human
philosophical thought in all intellectual periods, philosophers have provided
explanations and analyses of the issue based on their fundamental ideas and have
reached valuable and illuminating results for solving its philosophical and
theological problems.

Avicenna, the prominent Islamic philosopher has also examined the problem of
creation and the relationship between the world and God based on his rationalist
approach. Since Aristotelian philosophy has shaped the basic grounds of Avicenna’s
thought, he is influenced by Aristotle in his contemplations about some philosophical
subjects. As such, Avicenna has interpreted Aristotelian moving cause as the
creational cause which gives existence. On the other hand, he tries to make
philosophical concepts compatible with religious ideas.

In this research, we critically analyses and explain the concepts of creation,
causation, emanation, unity and diversity relationship, aseity and non-aseity
relationship, the levels of existence and its relation to creation, eternity, time and
creation, divine cause in Avicenna’s thought Historically, philosophers have been
trying to discover the general rules of creation and understand the detailed
ontological aspects of creation. In this research, the following questions are dealt
with:

What is the main contribution of Avicenna about the problem of creation?

What is Avicenna’s view on emanation and its relation to the problem of creation?
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As the emanation theory is a view about the basis of creation and Avicenna has
proposed the theory as an integrated philosophical theory recognized and criticized
by Western philosophers, we have tried to examine the problem of creation based on
the emanation theory. The emanation of God is accompanied by his munificence and
the creation of the world is the result of the divine emanation along with divine
providence (Inayah).

Method
Descriptive and library research.

Findings and Results

In Avicenna’s view, the providential knowledge of God is the cause of creatio
ex nihilo and God is the Giver (Mu’ti) of the whole being. He believes that only God
can give existence as the creational cause and providential cause. This kind of
emanation is the cause of creation of all beings including mubda'‘at, mukhtara'at and
mukawwanat. On the one hand, the emanation theory is recognized as an integrated
rational-philosophical theory with a religious orientation which can be regarded as
the basis of the creation doctrine. Avicenna tries to propose a comprehensive theory
of being using Aristotelian and Neoplatonian theory of emanation. On the other
hand, emanation is a divine action in Avicenna’s view which is originated from the
Unity and causes the diversity in the universe.

Avicenna believes in the ontological relationship between God and the universe
based on the Aristotelian, conceot of causality as a necessary principle. God’s
emanation along with his munificence have caused the emergence of the universe.
Then the two principles of emanation and “rule of one” (qa‘idat al-wahid) are used
to explain the relationship between God and the Arcs of Descent and Ascent,
acknowledged as a basis by later philosophers.
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