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Abstract

With a thorough investigation in the works of Muslim philosophers we see the
principle “Every contingent thing is construed dual composition of duality, and
existence”. According to this ontological principle all contingent entities have the
essence. However, there is another principle “The soul and above of it are mere
identically and pure being” which has been accepted by companions of the
philosophy of Illumination and Transcendent wisdom. According to this principle in
an initial review, non-material objects do not have the essence. The main question
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of this research is as follow: Is there any contradiction between these two principles
and if not, what would be the answer of philosophers to the seeming contradiction.
Philosophers are divided into two groups regarding this issue: First, those who
believe that there is a contradiction between these two principles and the Mulla
Sadra’s last view is among this view and the second, philosophers who believe that
there is no contradiction between these two principles. The author does not regard
the answers of the philosophers to be satisfactory and attempts to criticize them.
Hence, studying the different meanings of the essence provided another answer in
this paper.

Keywords: The Essence, Mere Identically, Pure Being, Peripatetic Principle,
Illuminative Principle.

Problem Statement

In the works of Islamic philosophers, there is a principle with the interpretation that
“Every contingent thing is construed as a dual composition of quiddity and
existence”, Which means that all contingent entities have the essence.

On the other hand, Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi has proposed another view in his
works which has been interpreted in the works of philosophers after him with the
following interpretations“The soul and above of it are mere identically and pure
bing”

According to the Mashay principle - henceforth referred to as the Mashay principle
for the sake of ease of quoting "Every contingent thing is construed as dual
composition” - all beings, except the obligatory, are composed of quiddity and
existence, and according to the illumination principle -we call the phrase "The soul
and above of it are mere identically and pure being as the illumination principle — all
non-material objects do not have the essence. As can be seen, the sum of these two
principles is apparently not possible. Now, on the other hand, both principles are
mentioned and accepted in many of Mulla Sadra’'s works. With this statement, the
guestion that arises here is what is the real and final opinion of Sadra on this issue?
It should be noted that whether Mulla Sadra and his followers' interpretation of these
Suhrawardi expressions is correct or incorrect, this issue has become an accepted
principle since Mulla Sadra which can be seen in the works of most commentators.
Therefore, although the root of this principle is a word from Suhrawardi, this
principle has got a special meaning in Sadra's works.

Method

In this research, the authors first collect and analyze the views of each of the two
philosophers on the issue, then compare their ideas and finally provide a clear
explanation about their ideas.
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Findings and Results

The research has made it clear that the insistence of Sadra and most commentators
on the correctness of the Masha'i principle, while at the same time believing in the
absence of quiddity in non-material objects, shows that the quiddity that is denied
in the illumination principle is different from the quiddity that is proved in the
Masha'i principle. According to this research, the essence has different meanings
which may cause this misunderstanding. Therefore, there is no conflict between the
two principles, and the two principles do not prove or deny the same thing, so there
is no contradiction and contradiction.
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