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Abstract

The realization of multiple significances in a single reality is a significant principle
that may seriously disrupt our epistemology and ontology if an adequate
interpretation is not presented or accepted. According to this principle, no
considerations basically is realized in the external world, and at the same time, reality
can be considered as an instance of significance and various considerations. Indeed,
reality is purely simple, but with the same description of its simplicity, it is an
example of different qualities. The mind does not automatically abstract meanings
from the outside, but it is this simple reality that allows the mind to abstract those
meanings from it, so the meanings are truly realized outside, and at the same time,
the reality is pure simple and has no plurality. We can see the obvious effect of this
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discussion in the principality of existence. According to the correct interpretation of
the principality of existence, reality is not based only on the existence or quiddity,
neither existence is the origin of the abstraction of quiddity nor vice versa, but the
simple reality is the origin of the abstraction of both and the combination of both.
Therefore, the truth is based on both of them, but with the description of its
simplicity. The difference between the meaning of existence and other meanings is
that the meaning of existence has true realization in itself, but other meanings have
true realization in consequence.
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Problem Statement

One of the exceptional points about the human mind is the abstraction of various
concepts from things that have no external composition. The mind abstracts essence,
existence, unity, causality, sunstance, accidence, etc., from the incomplex matter and
realizes properly that each of these concepts is different from the other concepts, yet
they are all abstracted from a single reality. Can one state that only one of these
significances is really realized and the rest are abstracted from the same single
significance? In other words, is only one of these significances manifested in the
external world, and is this single significance a metaphorical instance of the other
significances?

The main problem of this research is as follows. Can multiple concepts really apply
to a single, non-complex thing? In other words, can multiple significances actually
exist as a single reality without harming the external simplicity of the reality?

The following are the sub-problems of this study.

1. What problem or problems can be solved by a proper explanation of the realization
of multiple significances through a single reality?

2. If this principle is accepted, can it be realized in 'the thing itself' (Nafs al-Amr,
including existence, non-existence, and nominal things), or it merely belongs to the
world of existence?

3. If it is assumed that a single reality can have multiple significances, is this
assumption absolute and unconditional? For instance, can the personal unity of
existence or the unity of the soul/body be instances of this assumption?

Method
In this analytical/argumentative study, various hypotheses were examined and
refuted, and reasons were provided in favor of the hypothesis under discussion.

Findings and Results

First finding:

It is not the case that reality is only from the source of existence, but it is both from
the source of existence and from the source of nature, but awith the condition of
unity. When significances are considered for the mere fact that they are
significances, they are not realized in terms of plurality in the external world, then



the significance of existence exists as much in the external world as the significance
of essence, and the significance of separate existence is as non-existent in the
external world as the significance of separate essence, but is this not a contradiction?
No; because multiple significances are actualized through a single reality. Plurality
is the description of significances and unity is the description of reality. Reality is
not the significance of existence, rather reality is the non-complexity in which
existence is one of the various significances. Multiple significances exist merely in
the mind or consequences in 'the thing itself'. Such significances are not made by the
mind, rather it is the external world that allows the mind to abstract multiple
meanings from itself. In fact, the mind has a passive and exploratory role here, not a
creative and fabricator role. The creative role of the mind is that it perceives such
significances as plural. Analysis is done by the mind. Yet, this analysis is not the
fabrication and creation of the mind, because if it were so, the relationship between
the mind and reality would be disconnected, and in fact, there would be no analysis.
However, although reality is a combination of multiple significances, and existence
is merely one of such significances, existence is inherently abstracted from reality,
and other significances are consequential, that is, when significances are manifested
in the mind as plural, the mind realizes that if existence did not exist, the significance
of essence would not exist either. Where is the capacity of this causality? Its capacity
is in the external world, but again, not in the sense of plurality, but in a unified reality,
with all its real non-complexity, it allows the mind to abstract multiple significances
from it, and abstract causality of the significance of existence compared to other
significances.

Second finding:

For the realization of multiple significances in a single reality, many examples can
be enumerated:

- The objectivity of the essence and attributes of God,

- The union of attribute and attributed (whether in God or not),

- Objectivity of substance and accidence,

- The union of matter and form.

Third finding:

The realization of multiple significances in a unified reality is not exclusive to the
world of existence, but it exists in all worlds of Nafs al-Amr, both real and
consequential, and both existence and non-existence.

Fourth finding:

The condition for the realization of multiple significances in a unified reality is that
those significances are not reciprocal, so a single being cannot be both material and
abstract, accidental and consequential, and so on. Therefore, such subjects as
personal unity of existence and unity of soul/body cannot be justified by this
principle.
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