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Abstract

Divine simplicity in the sense of the oneness of the essence
and attributes of God is one of the most important teachings of
classical theism. According to classical theology, any combination
implies a total which is dependent on the components, but since
God is purely needless, there is no combination in God. The
reliance of this doctrine on metaphysical topics such as "object"
and "'property" has led to some criticisms by some contemporary
analytical philosophers. In the critical view of Alvin Plantinga, the
identity between essence and attribute as well as attributes with
each other, based on the principles of analytical metaphysics, leads
to the fact that first of all God has only one attribute and that
attribute is nothing but ""Godself'*; and secondly the acceptance of
such identity, will imply that God is an attribute (or a property).
Based on this view, properties have an abstract entity and all
abstract entities are causally ineffective. As a result, these
principles lead to the incompatibility of the doctrine with other
attributes of God such as his wardship. Finally, one must doubt the
doctrine or defend other metaphysical foundations to explain the
relation between essence and attributes. This article is an attempt
to explain this inconsistency and shows that by accepting the
infinite nature of God’s essence in classical theology, the
metaphysical explanation of the relation between the essence and
the attributes of God requires a model other than that of
Plantinga's metaphysics. Another result is that despite the essence
is identical with some properties such as "unity' and "'to be
identical™, explaining them with the pattern of the exemplifying
relation is contrary to intuition and, entails infinite regress.
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