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2. The Use of Lethal Force Attributable to a Subject of International Law with the Intent,
Premeditation and Deliberation to Kill Individually Selected Persons who are not in the Physical

Custody of Those Targeting Them.
3. Use of Lethal Force
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4 . Intent, Premeditation and Deliberation to Kill.

5. Targeted of Individually Selected Persons.

6. Lack of Physical Custody.

7. Attributability to a Subject of International Law.

8. Nils Melzer, Targeted Killing in International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008),
3-5.
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9. Gezielttdtung.
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11. Melzer, op.cit., 6-8.
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15. Melzer, op.cit., 55.
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18. UNSC Resolution 611 of 25 April 1988.
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20. David Kretzmer, “Targeted Killing of Suspected Terrorists: Extra-Judicial Executions or
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23. See: Chris Downes, “Targeted Killings in an Age of Terror: the Legality of the Yemen
Strike,” Journal of Conflict & Security Law 9(2) (2004): 277-286.
24. Anwar Al-Awlaki.
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67. Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 31: the Nature of the General Legal
Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant, HRI/GEN/Rev.7, (29 March 2004), paras.5-
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70. strict and Absolute Necessity.

71. Indispensable.

72. Proportionality.

73 . Gravity of the Threat.

74. Immediacy.

75. Imminence.

76. Melzer, op.cit., 55-59; See also Ramsdeh, op.cit., 358-406.
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77. Counter-Terrorism Operation
78. UN human Rights Expert Challenges “Targeted Killing” Policies, 20 October 2011.
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80. UN Expert Criticized “Illegal” Targeted Killing Policies and Calls on the US to Halt CIA
Drone Killings, Geneva 2 June 2010.
81. ICTY, Furundzija Case (Judgment of 10 December 1998, para.183. See also IACIHR, Abella
(Lablada) Case, para.158.
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82. Jurisdiction.

83. American Convention on Human Rights (ACHR).

84. European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
(ECHR).

85 .International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
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89. IACIHR, Coard Case, para.39; IACIHR, La Tablada Case para.158; IACIHR, Report
Colombia 1999, Chapter IV, para.11.

90. UNHRC, General Comment No. 29 (2001), para.3; UNHRC, General Comment No. 31
(2004), para.11.

91. ICJ, Nuclear Opinion, para.25. Also see ICJ, Legal Consequences of a Wall Opinion,
para.105.

92. see, eg, Report of the Special Rapporteur of 22 December 2004, para.50.

93. UNGA Resolution 237 of 14 June 1967; UNGA Resolution 58/96 of 9 December 2003,
paras.3, 5; UNGA Resolution 58/99 of 9 December 2003, paras.2, 5.

94. UNSC Resolution 237 of 14 Junel967; UNSC Resolution 1041 of 29 January 1996; UNSC
Presidential Statement of 12 February 1999 (UN Doc. s/PRST/ 1999/ 6) paras.2 and 7.

95. Melzer, op.cit., 76-77.
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96. Legal Consequences of a Wall Opinion, para.106.

97. UNHRC, General Comment No. 31 (2004), para.11.

98. UNHRC, General Comment No. 29 (2001), para.3.

99. IACIHR, La Tablada Case para.150.see also IACIHR, Report Colombia 1999, Chapter IV,
paras.11, 151.
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The practice of targeting some persons and killing them has been
criticized in recent years in the international community. Now targeted
killing is defined as the use of lethal force attributable to a subject of
international law with the intent, premeditation and deliberation to kill
individually selected persons who are not in the physical custody of
those targeting them and recognized as a clear violation of
international human rights and international humanitarian law. It
violates some fundamental rights of human beings such right to life
and right to fair trial. Some basic rules of humanitarian law are also in
conflict with this policy, for example it opposes the obligation of state
for protection of civilians in armed conflicts and violates the principle
of proportionality. UN human rights experts challenge targeted Killing
policies and consider it in relation to extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary Executions. Therefore non-Justiciability of the policy of
targeted killing is reaffirmed in humanitarian law and human rights.

Keywords: Targeted Killing, Humanitarian Law, Human Rights,
Right to Life.
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