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“Functional” Concept Evolution of Cultural Property
In a More Humanization of International Law

Hooriyeh Hosseini Akbarnezhad

Abstract:

This article presents a more human, dynamic, and holistic perspective of cultural heritage,
closely referring to the currently observed changes in its conceptual development. It argues
that the conceptual focus of cultural heritage has shifted alongside three interrelated and
complementary directions: 1) from monuments to people; 2) from objects to functions; and
thus 3) from preservation per se to purposeful preservation, sustainable use, and
development. Conclusions are drawn in favor of an adequate reexamination and readaptation
of the conceptual framework of cultural heritage, based on accepting its new functional
socioeconomic dimension and integrating multiple perspectives from a variety of academic
fields.

Keywords: Cultural property, Cultural heritage, Intangible cultural property, International
Law, Function
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