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1. Intellectual Property Law
2. WIPO, WIPO Intellectual Property Handbook: Policy, Law and Use, Chapter 2, Fields of
Intellectual Property, available at: <http://www.wipo.int/export/sites>, p. 3.
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3. Traditional Medicine

4. WHO, Legal Status of Traditional Medicine and Complementary/ Alternative Medicine: A
Worldwide Review, 2001, available at: <http://whglibdoc.who.int/hq/2001/WHO_EDM_TRM_2001.2.
pdf>, p. 2.
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11. Yin and Yng

12. WHO, Legal Status of Traditional Medicine and Complementary/ Alternative Medicine: A
Worldwide Review, p. 3.

13. Ayuroveda
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14. WHO, Legal Status of Traditional Medicine and Complementary/ Alternative Medicine: A
Worldwide Review, p. 2.

15. Unani

16. WHO, Legal Status of Traditional Medicine and Complementary/ Alternative Medicine: A
Worldwide Review, p. 3.

17. Homeopathy

18. Massage Therapy
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19. Aroma Therapy
20. Essential Oils
21. Chiropractic
22. Reflexology
23. Yoga
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25. WHO, Regional Strategy for Traditional Medicine in the Western Pacific, 2002, available at:
<http://www.wpro.who.int/publications/docs/RS_tradmed.pdf> p. 4.

26. WHO, Legal Status of Traditional Medicine and Complementary/Alternative Medicine: A
Worldwide Review, pp. 3-4.

27. WHO, WHO Traditional Medicine Strategy 2002-2005, 2002, available at:
<http://whglibdoc.who.int/hg/2002/who_edm_trm_2002.1.pdf>, p. 2.
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28. Christoph Beat Graber and Martin A. Girsberger, “Traditional Knowledge at the International
Level: Current Approaches and Proposals for a Bigger Picture that Include Cultural Diversity”, in:
Hansjorg Seiler & Jorg Schmid (eds.), Recht des l1&andlichen Raums, Festgabe der Universitat Luzern fir
Paul Richli zum 60. Geburtstag, Schulthess, Zurich 2006, pp. 243-282, available at: <http://www.unilu.
ch/files/Traditional-Knowledge.pdf>, p. 8.
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The Protection of Traditional Medicine
in Quran and Islamic Jurisprudence

Mahdi Zahedi (Ph. D.) & Samira Gholamdokht

Traditional medicines are being used as complementary medicines in
the health sector. Indigenous peoples depend on traditional knowledge
for their livelihoods and well-being and so they can manage and
exploit their local ecosystems. Local communities also depend on
traditional medicines for their primary health care. If traditional
knowledge is protected and commercialized, individuals, communities
and national economies will benefit. The vast country of Iran is rich in
diversity and there is a need to update its law, including the
Intellectual property laws, in order to protect this diversity. However
the protection of Intellectual property including Traditional Medicine
is a newly occurred problem in the Islamic law. The Islamic jurists do
not have the same idea about accepting or rejecting of Intellectual
property as a property and it has become a topic of numerous
controversies among them. As regard to the necessity of being in
accordance to Sharizah for all laws. The purpose of this article is to
prove the legitimacy of protection of Traditional Medicine under
Koranic verses and in the bases Islamic jurisprudence.

Keywords: Intellectual Property, Traditional Medicine, Quran,
Islamic Jurisprudence, Islamic Law, Health Care
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