Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology: V 9, Issue 18, Autumn-Winter 2022

Analyzing the Linguistic Norms in the Iranian Criminal Courts
Based on McMennamin’s Forensic Discourse Model: A Case
Study on Karbaschi’s Defense Sessions

Farangis Abbaszadeh! Bahman Gorjian*2 Elkhas Veysi® Mehran Memari*

1. Ph.D. Candidate in Applied Linguistics, Abadan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Abadan, Iran ;Thran, Iran.
Email: farangisabbaszadeh@gmail.com
2. Associate Professor, Department of Applied Linguistics, Abadan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Abadan,

Iran.

*. Corresponding Author: Email: b.gorjian@iauabadan.ac.ir
3. Associate Professor, Department of Applied Linguistics, Abadan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Abadan,

Iran;

Associate Professor, Department of Linguistics, Payame Noor University, Iran.

Email: drveisi@khz.pnu.ac.ir

4. Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Linguistics, Abadan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Abadan,

Iran.

Assistant Professor, Department of ELT, Farhangian University,Khouzestan,Ahvaz, Iran.

Email: m.memari@cfu.ac.ir

407

Publisher:
Shahr-e- Danesh
Research And Study
Institute of Law

Article Type:
Original Research

DOI:
10.22034/JCLC.2021.141502

Received:
8 March 2020

Accepted:
9 September 2020

Published:
19 February 2022

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the linguistic norms
in forensic discourse of judge-defendant in
criminal courts of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and focused on the frequency and the
percentage of verbal deviations in the judge
and the accused person. The research tool
was McMennamin’s (2002) linguistic model
concerning the linguistic prescriptive, and
descriptive deviations from the linguistic
norms. Data were collected through observing
twenty 10-minute video clips of Karbaschi’s
defendants as the former mayor in Tehran.
The data were analyzed statistically through
descriptive statistics. Findings were divided
into three categories of verbal norms:
standard, change and deviation. The findings
indicated indicated that usage of words
through non-standard language have a vital
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role in representing the defendant’s social statusWhile the judge followed
standard norms, Karbaschi changed and deviated from the norms more
significantly than the judge did. Findings of the study suggest that
forensic discourse implicitly depicts hierarchical level, superordinate
and subordinate’s structures within the linguistic community. Social
distance determines the formality of situational context while power
and solidarity affect people’s interactional communications. Thus, the
analysis of judges and accused persons’ speeches can lead to identifying
the linguistic norms which are correlated to their use of discourse.in the
court specifies their individual, social, and forensic status.

Keywords: Criminal Courts, Forensic Discourse, McMennamin,
Linguistic Descriptive and Prescriptive norms, Situational Context.
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Extended Abstract]

This study investigated the linguistic norms in forensic discourse of
judge-defendant in criminal courts of the Islamic Republic of Iran. To achieve
this goal, McMennamin’s (2002) linguistic model concerning the linguistic
prescriptive, and descriptive variations and deviations from the linguistic
norms was followed. Data were collected through observing fifty 10-minute
video clips of Karbaschi’s defendants as the former mayor in Tehran which
were selected accidentally. The data were analyzed statistically through
descriptive statistics. Findings were divided into three categories of verbal
norms: standard, change and deviation. The findings revealed that the judge
and defendant had different performance regarding linguistic norms variation
and deviation. The usage of words through non-standard language have a vital
role in representing the defendant’s social status. Power, status, and solidarity
affect people’s interactional communications. Forensic discourse implicitly
depicts hierarchical level, superordinate and subordinate’s structures within
the linguistic community. While the judge followed standard norms, Karbaschi
changed and deviated from the norms more significantly than the judge did
to notify them the formality of situational context through social distance.
Whereas, the judge observed the linguistic norms within the court based on
the custom of the society leading to non deviated speech norms. Through
communication skills and observance of the rules and principles of conversation
concerning descriptive and prescriptive speech and stylistic norms, social
interactions can be improved to cause positive behaviors and avoid negative
reactions. The usage of correct verbal communication and constructive words
boost efficient communication in legal discourse. The strong power of the judge
requires him to use different communication skills referring to defendants.
Maybeas a member of society, whether at the upper or lower social class, they
are less likely to try to follow the linguistic norms that are common among
the people of the society and prefer to deviate from them. They sometimes
forget about judges, juries, and lawyers in the criminal court, and question
their language behavior by using incorrect and unsuitable sentences. Prohibited
words and taboos exist in the words of every ethnic, nation and culture, and
the number of these words should be reduced or increased from one culture
to another. Expressing them for the reasons such as shame, fear and beliefs
is contrary to the Islamic literature and sharia. Different social classes also
determine the extent and type of such words. In some cases, linguistic taboos
were observed in the defendant’s speech, and in most cases, he employed
structurally unarranged sentences in which the elements of the sentence were
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not in their proper place, and the contradiction in their speech was so high as a
proof of his guilt. Observing moral norms, whether grammatical or behavioral,
is considered as one of the most fundamental value components of a society’s
culture, which is used in various contexts. In general, judges use sentences and
utterances that are specific to the time and place depending on the context of
the court. Judges as chair of the court have a strong control over the context
and do not speak outside the context. In the discourse of judges, all prescriptive
and descriptive linguistic norms have their own importance and, in accordance
with the court environment, they use the language norm, change and deviation
from it in legal interactions in the court sessions in order to have their own
discourse effect on the accused, to determine the truth and prove their guilt.
By following the values and norms of the society, they shape social identity
and choose the type of their verbal behavior in accordance with the custom of
society. Since the common components of prescriptive and descriptive norms of
speech are the desired mode of performance, changes in verbal rules and norms,
and deviation from grammatical norms of standard language, non-observance
of prescriptive and descriptive norms is the beginning of an anomaly that is
different among the judges and the accused. The slang and accepted language
of the society is simple and far from complexity. One of the linguistic traditions
for abbreviation is the verbal and figurative omission of some parts of speech In
standard language, the text is continuous and most omissions are done literally,
but sometimes omissions are made according to the context and meaning
of the sentence and the cultural context. In the words of the judge and the
accused, there was a figurative omission when deviating from prescriptive and
descriptive norms, which was done to highlight a specific message. The scope
of influence of linguistic and social norms covers all aspects of individual and
social life. Grammatical norms determine how social relationships and verbal
behaviors. Through a special linguistic structure, defendants try to change the
view and mentality of judges and judicial authorities towards them aware of the
cultural and religious context of their society and pay attention to their beliefs
and prejudices, and make their attitudes towards them positive, In this way,
they attempt to distract their minds in favor of themselves. Somehow acquit
themselves from accusation and make the crime just a small mistake. Their
social misbehavior is so high that it also affects their discourse. Social value is
important in gaining a higher identity and higher social status. Although social
prestige is a source of social and political power, in some cases the judge’s
justice requires him to protect the moral values and laws and norms of society
and be impartial to them. This in itself indicates the pattern of behavior and
language of judges that people in society should follow as the sample.
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