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Abstract

Social capital in each and every society has its origin in historical experiences and is
a function of temporal and spatial situation. Among the most important factors in
social capital are social norms, which fall within the scope of sociology. Social
norms are rules of behavior used in social interactions and relations and emanate
from opinions, beliefs, and social values. Through the analytic-descriptive method,
the present article tries to examine mechanisms of institutionalization of social
norms from the standpoint of Imam Ali (PBUH). Research findings show that in his
view the most important traits of individuals in society that engender
institutionalization of social norms are justice of norms, harmony and alignment of
norms with essential human needs, sustainability of norms, righteousness, coherence
of norms, social awareness and avoidance of individualism, acceptance of reference

groups, self-control, otherworldliness, belief in divine monitoring, moral sense,
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belief in essential dignity of human beings, and spiritualism. Localization and
Islamization of the ways of institutionalizing norms in Islamic society can be
referred to as the results of the research.
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