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Abstract

The present paper has been written with the aim of analyzing and reviewing the
Persian translation of ‘An Introduction to Cognitive Linguistics’ by Jahanshah
Mirzabeigi (2018). Analyzing the English version of the book revealed that,
although it is one of the main and well-known textbooks in the field, it has some
deficiencies among which we can mention insufficient attention to the basic
principles and assumptions of cognitive linguistics, language universals and
linguistic diversity from the perspective of cognitive linguistics, embodiment and
the embodied basis of language and cognition. Also, although some issues in
cognitive semantics, such as metaphor, metonymy, image schemas, and conceptual
blending, are well addressed in the book, some other issues such as force dynamics
are neglected. Analyzing the Persian translation of the book showed that there are
some deficiencies and drawbacks, the most important of which are: inappropriate
equivalents for certain technical and non-technical terms, relatively considerable
errors in translation of words, expressions, and sentences, and numerous errors in
intra- and extra-textual references. In this regard, it is suggested that the book should

be revised in terms of spelling, eloquence, and translation accuracy.
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‘principle of continuation’: elements will be perceived as wholes if they only have
few interruptions.
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so that definitions may range from the more concrete notion of ‘image’ or ‘schema’

to the more abstract ‘representation of a category’ or ‘ideal’ according to the categories
to which they are applied [...]
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What is equally noticeable is that the basic source categories, i.e. FLOWER, DOG
and COIN, are not signalled in the linguistic expression.
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[...] two major claims made by cognitive linguists in the description of metaphor
also apply to metonymy (Lakoff and Turner 1989: 103): both are seen as being

conceptual in nature and both can be understood as mapping processes.
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[...] and to mention the most radical change last, in terms of substitution or semantic
shift.
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The study of iconicity, or more tangibly, of language miming the world, ranks
prominently among those lines of research that have not been initiated by cognitive
linguists
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The notion of figure and ground should be given a speaker- and heareroriented
interpretation to cope with the cognitive aspects of relevance.
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Only on second thoughts were the informants able to pinpoint certain individual
properties [...]
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The most prominent framework proposed so far is the theory of how mental spaces
are constructed and blended during online language processing.
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