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Several studies have been conducted on the formation of "spatial quality” in recent decades. But a tan-
gible thing so far is the lack of attention to its holistic approach in the field of urban planning. The idea
of "spatial quality" in rural areas, has raised a new thematic field. Therefore, despite the importance of
spatial quality, in the literature on this issue at the level of public spaces, an efficient framework of factors
has not been developed. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to identify criteria affecting it in order
to evaluate the spatial quality in rural public spaces. This research has a mixed method (quantitative-
qualitative) which is expeditionary in terms of the nature of the study and in terms of data collection is
descriptive-survey. The study population is 48 experts who non-randomly filled a questionnaire obtained
from the analysis of documentary content and the Delphi survey. The three dominant mental patterns

Key words: for specialists are physical (aesthetic), functional and semantic, respectively. The highest percentage of
Rural Public variances is related to physical (aesthetic) mental pattern with 12.76%, which indicates the importance
Spaces, Spatial of this factor. The extracted factors of Delphi stages were analyzed using SPSS software through Q fac-
Quality, Mentality tor analysis and calculation of weighted mean and standard deviation. The results showed that criteria
of Specialists, Envi- i of spatial quality for experts in order of priority are: criteria of visual proportions (4.36), the highest
ronment Quality, Q weighted average and the most effective one is the integrated spatial quality of the public spaces of the
Factor Analysis  village in the views of the experts.
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Extended Abstract the importance of spatial quality, which is implemented as
a research through theories, principles and methods in this
1. Introduction field. Therefore, in the study of spatial quality, having the
concept of space integrity and diversity of spatial quality
patial quality is a controversial topic in dimensions is of great importance. In the current situation,
urban design and planning. Based on au- the formation of undesirable spatial quality in rural pub-
thoritative articles, everyone agrees on
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lic spaces in Iran, which is due to the physical erosion of
the masses, the prevalence of unprincipled constructions
is very evident. From this point of view, it is necessary to
identify the factors affecting the design aspects of rural
spatial quality in order to improve the physical quality in
the unpleasant public spaces of today's villages. In this
respect, the necessity of proper integrative spatial quality,
especially in rural public spaces, becomes more evident.

2. Methodology

This research has a mixed (quantitative-qualitative)
method which is fundamental in terms of goal, explorato-
ry in terms of nature, and a descriptive-survey in terms of
data collection. The population under study is the experts
in the field of (urban design and planning, architecture
and landscape architecture, geography, environment), sta-
tistical experts, economists, and sociologists, who were
questioned using a questionnaire resulting from docu-
ment content analysis and Delphi survey as non-random-
ly targeted and through Q factor analysis and calculating
weight mean and standard deviation, each one of the ex-
traction indices of the third round of Delphi was analyzed
using the SPSS software. Finally, for exploratory factor
analysis, the Varimax rotation method was used, in which
11 criteria were studied as criteria for spatial quality in
rural public spaces.

3. Results

Results of Q factor analysis performed on data extracted
from the Delphi questionnaire have shown that from a to-
tal of 48 individuals, 11 factors have been identified. The
cumulative percentage of these 11 factors is 41.65%, and
among these factors, the interpretation of the given matrix
shows that three mental patterns are obtained. The three
dominant mental patterns for professionals in priority are
physical (aesthetic), functional and semantic. The sum of
the scores and the mean data of the Delphi second-Round
Questionnaire have shown that among the mentioned in-
dicators in these 11 factors, three indicators of visual pro-
portions, comfort and memories and social and cultural
events with an average weight and standard deviation of
4.36 and 0.51, 3.22 and 0.66, 2.78 and 1.23 by experts on
spatial quality in spaces village generals are recognized
as important. And in the last row of importance, the three
indicators of social integration, flexibility and use of pub-
lic spaces, respectively, with weight average and standard
deviation of 1 and 0.66, 1.02 and 0.77, 1.08 and 0.98 re-
spectively are located. So that the criteria of accessibility
and visual proportions have the highest factor load.

4. Discussion
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According to what was obtained from the Q Factor Anal-
ysis of the experts’ questionnaire, three subjective patterns
were respectively specified; among them are physical
(aesthetic), functional, semantic, the physical (aesthetic)
pattern as the greatest subjective pattern influences spatial
quality in rural public space. Experts believe that in the
quality of integrated space in rural public space, paying
attention to this feature, both naturally and artificially, can
have a positive and negative effect on rural attractiveness
and be effective in strengthening values such as physical
identity; also, public spaces that are easy and pleasant to
use, have continuity, the presence of green space, water
and vegetation and landscapes that affect the village, and
create a desirable spatial quality in public spaces.

5. Conclusion

As mentioned earlier, among the indicators categorized
in the identified subjective patterns, the index of Visual
proportions has the highest importance coefficient and ef-
fectiveness on spatial quality in rural-urban space. There-
fore, in rural environments, entrance stairs, building color
and building materials and attention to the human scale
are important in the physical quality of the aesthetics of
buildings and the village environment. These criteria
show that experts believe that in the desired spatial qual-
ity in the public spaces of the village, the appearance of
rural areas that are clear and easily understood is more
attractive and desirable than a situation in which there is
a kind of disorder.
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