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ABSTRACT

Return migration is a process in which individuals experience migration and then return to their own
country. The aim of this study is to investigate return migration to the rural areas. It is a functional study
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and its method is analysis and description. Its framework is a survey . The questionnaire is used for gath-
ering data. The study is constructed at Ahar in the northeest of East Azarbaijan. Its statistical sample is
return migration to the rural areas. Sampling is done using net and snowball methods. Its reliability and
validity is more than %7Cronbach's alpha. Analysis of data is done by statistical description and analysis
of main factors. Results show that there are different factors affecting return migration. Social coopera-
tion, economic factor and development motivation are the most effective factors with 4.31, 3.77 special
rates. Basic and structural factors had the least effect.

Copyright © 2022, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

n recent years, we saw the return of

migrants to their country and birthplace.

Return migration is a migration in which

an individual or individuals object to

their country or birthplace and it express-

es the situation where migrant after a specific time returns
to his birthplace (Dustmann & Weiss, 2007: 3). Return mi-
gration is an important event and on a national scale is a
linear movement of migrants from urban residences to-
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ward their rural homes due to healthcare concerns, being
retired, etc. Using rural areas from urban people is often
for relief and decreasing the load of urbanism problems.

(Afrakhteh & Hajipour, 2017: 2). Most of the time individu-
als decide to migrate to achieve economic benefits and
decrease their expenses. According to instruction, it is
possible that migration refers to an individual’s dream
of achieving more benefits. Therefore, there are personal
features including financial aspects, educational levels,
and type of career possibility that motivate them to have
an effective migration. There have been factors that have
affected the motivation to migrate to rural areas during the
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past years. The return migrants have a role in developing
the rural society, which results in increasing the separa-
tion of rural and urban areas such as earning, employment
and quality of living, social services especially self-suffi-
ciency. Continuation of these conditions decreases some
problems in urban society and causes the prosperity of
the rural community and leads to suitable distribution of
population in geographic space of the country. The im-
provement of rural areas can enhance the development of
urban areas and the entire country. The present study aims
to answer the following questions:

What are the major elements affecting urban migrants’
return to the rural areas?

Which factors have a role in rural migrations?

2. Methodology

This study is an applied investigation, it is an analytic-
descriptive investigation and its framework is based on a
survey. The sample population is return migrants of Ahar.
260 persons were selected for conducting the study. The
data gathering method is library and documental and is
conducted by a structured questionnaire. The method of
sampling is clustering or snowball and filling question-
naire observably and is conducted among migrants. Ac-
cording to early investigation and stress on the informa-
tion and previous knowledge of local people, some of the
migrants were selected and their information and knowl-
edge were used.

3. Results

With regards to the obtained results of analysis, fac-
tors and grounds of return migrations to Ahar include 5
factors: social cooperation, economic motivation, eco-
nomic development, development of agricultural technol-
ogy, motivation of mental and physical health and finally
grounding and underlying. They explain 51.04% of the
variance.

4. Discussion

Therefore, maintaining and rebuilding the environment
and assurance of loan, financial support to friends, the
performance of prosperity, the rural area, and association
in decision making provided the grounds to return mi-
gration. Social capital and social cooperation can be the
factors for the development of rural areas. The relation-
ship between individuals is based on family and friends.
The relationship can relate to migrants and non-migrants,
economic cooperation of people due to developing and
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improving rural areas and investment of migrants causing
improvement and development of rural society. Today,
the welling living scale, cheaper residual costs, life qual-
ity, and a whole other appealing factors caused the return
of migrants to rural areas, so with the existence of basic
opportunities and wealth and other services utilities, and
maintenance of environment, if rural area, maintained
communication with roads, increasing job and health and
education organizations in rural areas giving chance to
people live in rural areas. Human capital reversal is an
important factor in improving economic and entrepre-
neurship such as teaching agriculture technics, and creat-
ing jobs for themselves and rural residents, also some of
the migrants who do not earn sufficient amount of money
and have lands at their birth home, prefer to return. Again
these individuals are helpful in improving economic ac-
tivities in their birth town.

5. Conclusion

The most important factor affecting return migration is
social cooperation. Economic motivation, and economic
development is the second factor that has an important
role in return migration. So increasing earnings, having
several earning sources, rising living standards, suitable
welfare and having more opportunities for employment
and decreasing life expenses provided the grounds of re-
turn to rural areas. Based on existing human and financial
capital of return migrants, they can be affected by other
rural individuals and can be affected to madding services,
employments, and various plants. Among these five fac-
tors, the underlying and grounding factor has the least ef-
fect on return migrations.
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