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j Abstract
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Spatial planning creates sustainable and appropriate development through creating harmony and
Spatial Planning, Sustainable Rural coordination between humans and the environment, hence recognizing ecological potentials and evaluating

Development, Data-Driven Research, them. The ultimate goal of all spatial planning is to achieve sustainable development, regional balance,
proper distribution of activities, and maximum use of environmental capabilities in the process of regional

Zabol. development. Hence, the purpose of this study is to identify factors influencing the mismatch between the
sustainable development of rural areas of Zabol and the principles of spatial planning. In terms of purpose,
the present study is a basic research and has a descriptive nature, and in terms of method, it is a qualitative
research. The data were gathered via field research (interviews) and library research. The population of
the study included experts (district heads, village governors and village managers of Zabol). Within the
framework of the final theoretical saturation based on purposive sampling, 15 people were selected as the
sample. To analyze the data, grounded theory was used. Based on the results of interviews with experts
aimed at identifying the factors influencing the mismatch between the sustainable development of villages in
Zabol and the principles of spatial planning based on grounded theory, 37 concepts, 13 semantic units, and
6 categories were extracted. The categories included lack of an integrated and systematic plan, incoherent
spatial planning models, qualitative programs and goals, lack of integrated and coherent management,
monolithic political structure, and lack of public participation.
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