Quarterly Journal of Village and
Space Sustainable Development

Spring 2022, Vol.3, No.1, pp 61-80

@ 10.22077/vssd.2022.4983.1065

(. J (. J (- J

Assessing Social Responsibility in Organizations Devoted to Rural Development

Management: A Case Study of Agriculture Jihad Organization of Isfahan Province

Mohammad Sadegh Ebrahimi", Mohammad Akbari Dolatabad?, Jamshid Eskandri’

1. Assistant Professor, Rural Development Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran.

2. MSc Graduate Student, Assistant Professor, Rural Development Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Isfahan University of Technology,

Isfahan, Iran.

3. Masters of Agricultural Extension and Education and Director of Agricultural Extension and Education Coordination in Jihad-e-Agriculture

Organization of Isfahan Province, Iran.

*Corresponding author, Email: ebrahimi_ms@iut.ac.ir

Keywords:
Development,  Social  responsibility,
Agriculture Jihad Organization, Isfahan

Province.

Received:
26/Dec/2021

Accepted:
05/Mar/2022

-

~

_J

Abstract

One of the basic requirements for achieving continuous and sustained development is the analytical investi-
gation of related structures. Various structures and organizations are responsible for development, especially
in rural areas. But the fundamental question is, to what extent are they aware of their social responsibilities?
This research attempts to investigate and evaluate the social responsibility of Agriculture Jihad Organization
of Isfahan province as one of the institutions responsible for rural development in Iran. The statistical popu-
lation of this research includes the staff and line personnel of the promotion of Agriculture Jihad in Isfahan
Province, out of whom 158 were selected to assess the social responsibility of this institution. The main tool
of the research was Carroll’s structured questionnaire (2016) and its four dimensions (economic, legal, eth-
ical, and philanthropic ones) which included 25 variables, 5 ones for each dimension. Furthermore, in order
to investigate psychological factors, four dimensions were evaluated, including risk-taking, seeking success,
being pragmatic, and welcoming challenges. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by university ex-
perts and Agriculture Jihad Organization and its reliability was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient,
which was higher than 0.7. The results of the study showed that the social responsibility of Agriculture Jihad
Organization of Isfahan province was not favorable from the perspective of promotion employees, especially
in the field of philanthropic activities, which was 50%, i.e. lower than the acceptable level. The psychological
factors of employees have affected this assessment. Furthermore, there is a positive significant relationship
between the organizational commitment of the staff and the degree to which they have assessed the social
responsibility of the organization.
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