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Abstract

The aim of present study was to investigate and compare the status of children’s play clubs
in selected countries such as England, Australia, Canada, Netherlands, New Zealand and
Iran based on a comparative research and offer practical implications to improve Iranian
child clubs as an optimal place for children to develop in all human dimensions. The
subject of this study included children’s clubs in countries which the children were
considered as a priority. The sample was selected based on convenient method considering
those which had valid and accessible documents. The required data was collected from
valid sources, scientific journals and databases. The George Z. F. Bereday model was used
in four stages of description, interpretation, juxtaposition and comparison. The findings of
the study showed 8, 3, 4, 3 indices, respectively, for playing areas, the amount of physical
activity, instructors and teachers’ role and parents. Considering the different dimensions
of children’s development and comparing these results with Iranian clubs, we found
limited pivots on personal and subjective basic of the teachers. The results of the present
study can have salient positive impacts on developing a comprehensive program and
carrying out innovative measures in children’s play clubs according to previously
mentioned pivots considering cultural layers of every city and region which can be
effective in physical development and talent selections of Iranian counterparts.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose:

The aim of the present study was to compare the situation of children’s play clubs
in the selected countries and Iran, and to provide practical suggestions to improve
Iranian clubs. These clubs are a place for the all-round development of children.
Despite the existence of various clubs, each of which pursues specific goals, each
seems to place more emphasis on certain aspects. Studying countries which have
taken effective steps in establishing such clubs as well as analyzing similarities
and differences among different educational systems which have taken effective
measures in the fields of philosophy, organization, structure, educational
management, and educational programs and methods can identify the effective
internal and external infrastructures and demonstrate their advantages and
disadvantages in order to solve problems, adapt them to indigenous cultures,
disclose and present new receptive patterns which are appropriate to the existing
clubs in the current society.

Materials and Methods:

The aim of this study was to compare the situation of children’s clubs and their
play spaces, the amount of children’s physical activities, the role of parents and
instructors in children’s physical activities in the selected countries and Iran. The
method used in this research is descriptive-analytical and the participants’ age
ranges from 2 to 7 years old based on the reasons mentioned earlier. In the initial
study, ten countries were selected, including Norway, Finland, Austria, the United
States, Denmark, Germany, Canada, Australia, the United Kingdom, New
Zealand and the Netherlands, which were active in the field of children’s play via
the World Wide Web.

After styudying a lot library resources, the reports of national and international
conferences, the articles of national congresses as well as reliable articles and
websites, five countries including Canada, Australia, England, New Zealand and
the Netherlands, which had suitable available information and the documents in
English on the specific topics, were selected to be compared with Iran. In this
way, the data were set out. To achieve the answers for the research questions, one
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of the most important standard methods for making comparison of educational
programs, called the George ZF. Beredy Model was used, because based on this
model, in comparative studies, the teaching methods should be examined and the
most appropriate one should be chosen. Many researchers have used this method
in their educational studies, including Zandi and Farahani (2007), Hadavi (2013),
Wojniak (2018), and Hayden (2011).

Findings:

According to the method framework of the comparative study that requires the
researcher to deal with the intended issue in all six countries and given the
available articles and documents, four axes were examined in each country and
the results were set separately in tables.

Axis 1: What are the differences among children’s play spaces in the studied
countries?

In the first axis, the indicators including environmental design, activity time, the
variety of activities, attention to consumerism, attention to attracting and retaining
children, safety in the play area, attention to learning during play, and attention to
physical fitness or acquiring fundamental skills were compared.

AXxis 2: How much is the amount of children’s physical activities in the studied
countries?

In the second axis, strengthening muscles and bones, activity type, and activity
pattern were the indicators which were compared.

Axis 3: What is the role of a teacher or an instructor in play and physical activity
in the studied countries?

In the third axis, the indicators including common abilities of instructors,
integrated instructing model, accepting the role of child instructor and instructing
skills in organizing activities were compared.

Axis 4: What is the role of parents in the child’s play and physical activity in the
studied countries?

In the fourth axis, parents’ interaction with the child, parents’ involvement in the
play and parents’ motivation in encouraging the child to play were compared. For
example, Table 4 was set as follows.
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Table 4: The Comparison of the Selected Countries from the Perspective of the
Fourth Question
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Conclusion:

In general, in the structure of the child’s club, coherent planning according to
cultural factors, the desired pattern, the atmosphere of involvement among
children and parents, comprehensive program, and open space as the main
elements that can be effective in developing creativity and providing new
experiences for children have remained neglected. Considering the local culture
in utilizing equipment and space design was another effective factor that
instructors’ familiarity with it plays a prominent role in the development of
children’s physical activities. In addition, in-service trainings for club personnel
and special trainings for parents are other critical and significant issues in the
sustainability of a club, which should be considered in accordance with the
cultural, social and economic level of the region in order to continuously improve
the club. Another notable point was the use of attractive words to choose the name
of the club.

Keywords: Comparative Study, Child’s Play Clubs, Instructors.
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Table 1- Comparison of the Selected Countries from the Perspective of the First Question
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Table 2- Comparison of the Selected Countries from the Perspective of the Second Question
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Table 3- Comparison of the Selected Countries from the Perspective of the Third Question
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Table 4- Comparison of the Selected Countries from the Perspective of the Fourth Question
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