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Abstract

Despite the principle of non-use of force and sanction of war in international relations, as well as
its use as a legitimate form of self-defense, still many people have been killed and severely
damaged the environment in this way. Attacks against military targets and civilians in time of war,
often impact on the environment and also the development of new weapons such as nuclear
weapons, has brought serious threats to the environment. Recent cases, sensitivity and concern for
the international community to the environmental damage in the event of armed conflict motivated
and drew the attention of lawyers. Given the importance of this issue, the International Law
Commission of the United Nations has put the protection of the environment in armed conflict on
its agenda, in the light of the development of customary rules to protect their environment. Because
in accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 38 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice,
one of the sources of international law is international custom, it should be noted that the
environment in addition to the contractual provisions is also supported by the unwritten rules of
customary international law. Therefore, this study seeks to review the role and strategies of
customary international law in direct support of the environment in time of armed conflict.
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