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ABSTRACT

One of the most important factors that
negatively affects trade liberalization in the
international arena is the non-tariff barriers
that are often imposed by developed countries
based on political, economic, social and
environmental necessities. These barriers
have violated trade freedom and challenged
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the economic development of countries,
negatively affected the achievement of
sustainable development goals, and created
various problems for developing countries.
In this paper, in order to investigate the
impact of non-tariff barriers on international
trade and sustainable development goals,
after a preliminary explanation of the
concepts, the role of non-tariff barriers
in international trade and their impact on
access to international markets, their role in
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economic development, and the reciprocal impact of non-tariff barriers
and sustainable development goals are addressed. Finally, it is concluded
that cooperation and coherence in national and international policies
will create positive interactions between these barriers and the issue of
sustainable development, and eliminate the limiting effects of non-tariff
barriers to trade.

Keywords: Non-Tariff Barriers, Sustainable Development Goals,
International Trade, Environment, National Policies, International
Policies.
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Extended Abstract]

One of the most significant principles of world trade organization is trade
liberalization which encourages economic development as many of the essential
prerequisites for achieving sustainable development such as social welfare,
poverty reduction, etc. are possible through trade liberalization.

One of most important factors that has negative impact on trade liberalization
at international level are actions and non- tariff obstacles in world trades
which are usually enforced by certain countries based on politico- economic
and socio-environmental requirements. These obstacles have negative impacts
such as inefficient trade mechanisms and dysfunction in trade relations between
countries. Although the world trade organization has no concise definition on
non- tariff obstacles but in many of its instances it has devised regulations.

Based on article 11GAAT, “... neither of the committed parties should
enforce or protect limitations other than the tariff, customs and taxes or other
costs including through shares, export and import permits or through other
measures regarding the entry of any type of products from the lands of the other
or committed parties or export sales of no product that is aimed at either of the
committed territory.”

Following the adoption of document, entitled “Changing our world: the 2030
agenda for sustainable development” and global commitment for achieving
development, the significance of sustainable development at international level
was realized even more.

This article deals with the effects of non -tariff obstacles on international
trades and the relationship between the sustainable development goals and
internal policies within the frame works of non- tariff obstacles.

Some of the member states of the world trade organization by enforcing non
-tariff obstacles follow some of the legitimate and legal goals such as health,
hygiene and safety of all members of the society and environment protection.

On the other side, these enforcements may contradict trade liberalization
and such limitations would leave a heavy blow on the trade liberalization
at international level. Since health protection and safety of the society and
individuals is considered a legitimate goal, enforcing such technical rules and
regulations are not fully objected within the laws of the world trade organization
and regional trade agreements; however, if these regulations are not clearly
enforced it would lead to trade obstacles against countries’ trade relations.

That is why, the world trade organization deals with these issues carefully.
It appears that enforcing non-tariff obstacles on trade at international levels
would leave negative impacts and therefore, it would yield negative effect
on the prices and access to food products. Hence, it is highly imperative and
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important within international trade communities to plan a relationship between
non -tariff obstacles and the goals of sustainable development without resulting
any contradiction over social and environmental developments and economic
growth and even if any contradictions arise, they would be very little.

Inorder to provide balance and collation between sustainable socio-economic
as well and environmental dimensions it would require detailed study on the
impacts of present decision makings and policies on future generations, the
enforcement of laws and policies. The concept of sustainable development
reiterates on this undeniable reality that every consideration regarding ecology
could and should be included within every scope of economic activities.

There is a direct relationship between goals of the sustainable development
and health measures, plant health and technical obstacles against trade as
non- tariff obstacles which some countries enforce as their solutions as part of
achieving sustainable development goals.

Political integrity at national level refers to a coordinated and converged
approach towards an especial political issue in a country, for instance at
ministerial level or other policy making and executive institutions. If it
were for non- tariff obstacles to be implemented as an effective policy for
achieving sustainable development goals, coordination between ministries and
policymaking and executive institutions would have been highly essential.
Effective and integrated planning and implementation in policies at national
level are highly significant and are regarded as a prerequisite for an effective
collaboration at global level.

From legal standpoint international convergence on non -tariff obstacles
could lead to price cuts and rise in trade volumes. One method for reaching
this convergence is to create a coordinated definition and on such measures
at international level in order to achieve joint objectives. It is noteworthy to
mention, even though international cooperation in coordinating standards have
considerable benefits, however, extra attention should be paid to the developing
and less developed countries when formulating international standards and
treaties.
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