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Based on Weber’s theory of Elective affinity, this essay examines the formation of the
Iranian constitutionalism and its failures, as well as the emergence of Reza Khan’s
authoritarian after hurriedly transient constitutionalism. Based on Weber’s theory of
Elective affinity, this essay analyzes the contradiction with regard to Iran’s history.
According to Elective affinity, the subject and the object are independent. Though
Max Weber acknowledged the mechanisms of the subject in emergence of ideas, con-
sidering that social phenomena are formed through interactions and opposition be-
tween the independent realms, for or against the realm of subjects. Furthermore, the
article discusses the emergence of constitutionalism in the political thought of periph-
ery countries that followed the dominant narratives of modernity in the West, as well
as the dominance of the intelligentsia in these societies. Also, Weber considers how
the constitutionalism reform and its conceptual system contradict to the nineteenth
century Iranian political structure, and by the same token, how Reza Khan’s govern-
ment emerged as a result of its closeness to the modernist nationalism system. Both
conceptual orders follow the common narratives of Western modernity, that all were
developed by Iranian Intelligentcia.
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