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Critical analysis of the first Pahlavi cultural policies based on the phenomeno-
logical theory of culture: a case study of the Thought Development Organiza-
tion
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The aim of this study is to critically review and analyze the cultural policies of the
first Pahlavi; The main issue of the article is to explain the cultural policies of the first
Pahlavi and to critically analyze the government's approach from changing the indig-
enous and traditional culture to customary and western culture with a focus on the
organization of thought development. The question of the article is that; how could the
cultural policies of the first Pahlavi be analyzed in a phenomenological framework,
and what role did the Thought Development Organization play in the project of trans-
forming the culture of that period? The hypothesis is that the first Pahlavi government
considered the change of traditional culture as one of the strategies of modernity,
therefore it intended to change the living world of the people with new standards. The
article is based on the theoretical framework of cultural phenomenology and has been
studied by a descriptive-analytical method based on historical evidence. The results
of the article show; The first Pahlavi sought to change the ideas and perceptions of
society. The achievement of the Cultural Renovation Project was when rethinking
(a new definition of culture) became an intersubjective sharing throughout society;
Due to the lack of acceptance and participation by the people, the policies of the first
Pahlavi were not implemented and operational and failed.
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