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The Impact of Status Seeking of Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia on
security
environment of the Middle East



Abstract

In addition to a better understanding of the concept of status seeking and status
conflicts, authors of this article tries to answer this question that what will be the impact
of status seeking dynamics of Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia on security
environment of the Middle East. The main hypothesis is that status conflicts of Islamic
Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia have caused instability and tension in the Middle
East. Findings of this research which is done with descriptive-analytical method shows
that the main status conflicts of these two countries relate to friction between prestige
and natural authority, disparity between established roles and their material base and
their relationships with third parties. The most important corollary of this status
conflicts is the lack of collective security system in the Middle East. Consequently the
possibility of establishing a structure for politically managing the challenges has been
weakened. Under these circumstances Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia have
tended to choose social competition in their status seeking efforts that have exacerbated
the perception of threats in the region. Establishing mechanisms to ameliorate status
conflicts between Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia is a pathway toward
sustainable peace in the Middle East.

Keywords: Status Conflicts; Islamic Republic of Iran; Saudi Arabia; the Middle East;
Security Environment
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