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Abstract

The study of the military architecture of the Safavid era and especially the
Qajar period has been lacking and has not been paid much attention by
researchers. Many architectural works, with the passage of time and in later
periods with functional changes, take on new concepts and find a new nature.
The Alishah Citadel of Tabriz, the building of Setreg llkhani, is a clear example
of such buildings that were used for military purposes during the Safavid and
Qajar eras following the structural changes that occurred. The current
research seeks to answer the question, what was the military and security
position of the Alisha Citadel in the spatial structure of Tabriz during the
Safavid and Qajar eras, and what changes in meaning did the contextual
changes of the modern era create in the citadel? The research method is
descriptive-analytical and the data has been collected in the form of library,
documents and close observations. Semantic mechanisms have also been used
in the analysis and summarization of the findings. The results of the research
show that Alisha Citadel in the Safavid period, according to the text of
travelogues, surviving military maps and the limits of the city's fences and
ramparts, was a virtual representation of the military and security power and
Shiism against the Ottomans, and in the Qajar period, with the construction of
the structure New military facilities in it, such as barracks, special shooting
and observation areas, weapon and artillery workshops, and forges, have
become a symbol of resistance and national defense against the attacks of
Tsarist Russia.

Keywords: Military architecture, Safavid and Qajar era, Alisha citadel,
semantics.
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