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The Position of Geometry in the Art of Architecture of Safavid
mosques with the approach of sacred art
(Case study: Isfahan)

Maryam Amanpour
Assistant professor of Architecture, Islamic Azad University, Garmsar Branch, Garmsar, Iran

Abstract

Valuable Iranian architecture has always followed certain principles in different periods
to suit different conditions and has reflected those conditions. On the other hand, Iranian
mosques have always been a symbol of the beautiful of glory of Iranian architecture,
which is becoming more apparent in the Safavied dynasty!. Geometry and the use of
geometric patterns? as one of the foundations of traditional architecture, in its symbolic
and philosophical sense, have a psychological effect on the worshiper and strengthening
the sense of oneness in mosques. The harmony in the religious buildings of the Safavid
era reflects the pure geometry of this era. The present study has been carried out aimed
to investigate the position of geometry in the architecture of Safavid mosques with the
approach of sacred art. The research method was descriptive-analytical and the data
were collected by library and field methods. This study has examined the sacred art in
the mosques of Imam?® and Sheikh Lotfollah* in Isfahan after examining the
characteristics of sacred art and geometry based on shapes and numbers. According to
the results, the geometric order in the plans of both mosques is based on square,
rectangular and circular shapes, and the geometric order of the numbers is zero, three,
four and five. Sacred art has been observed in these mosques based on the art of
geometry and the principles of order, balance, harmony, symmetry and proportion.

Keywords: Geometry, Mosque architecture, Safavid era, Sacred art.

1- The Safavid dynasty was one of Iran's most significant ruling dynasties reigning from 1501 to 1736. The
Safavid dynasty had its origin in the Safavid order of Sufism, which was established in the city of Ardabil
in the Iranian Azerbaijan region.

2- Islamic geometric patterns are one of the major forms of Islamic ornament, which tends to avoid using
figurative images, as it is forbidden to create a representation of an important Islamic figure according to
many holy scriptures.

3- Imam Mosque (known as Shah Mosque before 1979 revolution) is a part of the complex of Nagsh-e
Jahan Square — the main attraction of Isfahan.

4- Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque is one of the masterpieces of Iranian architecture that was built during the
Safavid Empire, standing on the eastern side of Nagsh-i Jahan Square, Esfahan, Iran. Construction of the
mosque started in 1603 and was finished in 1619.



R ceasla s ICHW G R UVIEGINENTRES b o

v¥



