Iranian Research Letter of International Politics JLJ\JA ol u;’"]‘" Z.eb'dt.a}}.
Vol. 10, No. 2, Spring and Summer 2022

Pages: 57-77
DOI:10.22067/irlip.2021.21352.0 OV-VY (Sl

VY Ol 5l ¥ osledi o Ve Jla

293 dlo £o5
Ll i 9 (wlaw sof ko 13 Al sgls (0960 S pd

' Sy oz
Vo F N b Ve ANA 3L, s b

$Le53 los i ST 23l (Ul e o€ Sl (gl 5 Ul Blouday Gl patlis oo sgie il sl
pavie a3, 53 gl il ¢ Ole 85L53 Aok (slaay a5 4 a5 gl o8 515 3515 s OT 55
potie Sl casbe, sl Al s s.&i;"‘ 5 2ol G 5 i (oMo eSS L dblis gl l 0ol 52 54
i ol Loy 9l ety o Bl 5l 0 Il Gloy sl il 3T Jlad 5 &35 55080 O goman o oslgi ol ciailis sl
S ol (ol iy 3 55 o 3l OT Sl (28 o L 5 g2 ST T 80 (g By slo
Sz (5 5 3¢S ot ool S o cailate GLOL S dem )3 pagho (nl 51)IS 035 » BT o o8 ol !
S e izt il gl psgie 45T s Ol Oy 3 85 gad (@3l s Sl 5 gmseie SLaslei |
O o el Gl s s 4k dom 5o 51 s el el Aske ST LU Clen 87 A5 ST R ol (T8 SLalS
R G 3 S SIS 4 48 (b el Coale AEST s lny g ggie 3101 a0 ST s Gl s
Bl (gl e Sl 5 Lnes 8 Olee Slgiy 3,54 Sl Jl sl 4 b pl Ly (S (0 ASTE (9393 sl il
OLaiE ) (g g 53 Oloa b 35 ol (it i 512503 0L ¢S o plosll tlio )3 153550 87 claplai€
JBlos S 5 5 LaelBltils o Bl oo aalsl 550 Dl 00 K05 alin 513 0 48 el a5l p5gde S35
Lo Sl 51 plos 3 5 S e sLisl ile 5l O omen ool Gsa3a 51 (Mallos slaslgs ¢ omen 5 a1
ety byl Lo ol 31 eliul 45 Coal o wlo i il 53 ol ol (52 e Wl it S e

/ S

U558 el gpanlie ol Ll ¢l ol el sl s lST 0TSl

MO_jab63@mail.um.ac.ir ol g e g5 5 o825 (gl a2y i) clw o e (51575 st 5T 215 )



181 bl 35l o oled ) e Jlo (Ml ol (Sl 1 dob_idg % oA

Conceptual battle of the Middle East between the political and
geography

Mohadeseh jazaei'

Abstract
“The Middle East” is a controversial concept in terms of politics and geography. From a

geographical point of view, there is no broad consensus on the borders of the Middle East.
Also, there have been challenges in the use and application of the Middle East concept
given the new theories to pay attention to the non-Western world. There have been
challenges in applying this concept. To counter the monotony of European and American
research and studies in the Middle East, instead of the concept of "Middle East", equations
such as "Near East and North Africa", "North Middle East", "New Middle East", "Islamic
Middle East", "Arab Middle East" "West Asia", and "Southwest Asia" are suggested
instead. The main question of this article is "What is the reason for the inevitability of using
this concept in all languages of the region, including Persian, Arabic, Turkish, and even
Hebrew?" "Why can't the conceptual equivalents and proposed alternatives succeed in
conveying the same meaning that the Middle East concept conveys?" This research aims to
answer why the—clncept of “the Middle East” cannot-be left by focusing on the political
issue and from the history of concepts method and theory view. The nature of “the
political” emphasizes binary confrontations which-eonfirms the fact of existing a stream-of
the battle between the political forces and group dominant on conversations in concepts
forms. Although in this region criticize the hegemony of concepts such as the Middle East,
and advocate for alternatives, the political irresistibility against geography is an important
obstacle that complicates the use of alternative concepts of the Middle East.

Keywords: the Middle East, the political, geography, history of concepts, Reinhart
Koselleck
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