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Introduction

Iran was in a very complicated situation between 1916s and 1920s. During these
years, we have witnessed a situation of market failure, weak state and political
and social instability. The combination of these factors in the context of the First
International War increased the influence and intervention of foreign
governments in the domestic politics of Iran. The domain of influence of the then
Iranian government not only did not extend to the whole of Iran, but also, it
faced obstacles in the capital to exercising its monopoly power over the use of
force. Hence, the need for a strong state to establish security, defend
independence and territorial integrity, and to have the exclusive authority to use
force was felt more than ever. The coup d'état of March 1920 reached the
operational stage in the midst of such a context. During this historical period,
Reza Shah and many of power-construction agents tried in the first place to
restore power and the monopoly of the use of force to the state, and they did this
by suppressing tribal leaders (molukottavayefi) governments and countering
centrifugal movements in northern, central, and southern Iran. In the second
stage, the supporters of the first Pahlavi focused on an alternative plan to
implement their project by changing the monarchy from Qajar to Pahlavi. The
project was the same as statism and extending state control to the public sphere
for authoritarian modernization from above. Such a thing could not be done
except by getting used to the new unfamiliar and statism through the imaginal
and work on myth. These two components should have been used for the
establishment and continuation of statism in Iran. At the same time, the political
authority of the state needed the support of the society for the policy and model
that could provide the context for the formation of security and the establishment
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of political, social and economic stability. The construction of state made sense
in the social field and thus provided the necessary legitimacy in the first years of
Reza Shah's rule. This article answers this key question: What factors and
variables led to the establishment and reproduction of statism in the first Pahlavi
era?

Methodology

In this article, Husserl's phenomenological method has been used, which Chiara
Bottici has also used it in the book "Imaginal politics: images beyond
imagination and the imaginary ". The reason for using this method is to be able
to put realism in parentheses. Since we have no means of determining whether
our representations of the world correspond to the universe itself;
Phenomenology prefers to set this question aside and instead, enter into the
debate as to whether or not this world in itself conforms to our assumptions. In
this context, the relationship between myth and reality should not be considered
as the creator of myth. Because by raising the subject of the reality of myth, the
person is exposed to the pre-presented image of reality. Thus, an interrelational
approach to myth is also a phenomenological approach (Bottici: 105). Hence, it
is worth concluding that myth and reason do not constitute two mutually
incompatible faculties, one preceding the other; just as Enlightenment thinkers,
especially Cassirer, insist. Another consequence of such a definition is that the
work on political myth is manifested in one dimension, namely the expression
and creation of content that avoids any sharp contrast between the cognitive,
scientific, and aesthetic domains(Bottici:201). At the same time, the imaginal, in
the general sense of mental images, considers such images, regardless of whether
they are real or unreal, individual or social, and ultimately their emergence from
the subconscious and the conscious. In fact, in this method, all these topics are
enclosed in parentheses and the discussion begins with the images themselves.

Result and Discussion

In the first Pahlavi period, statism was chosen as the content of work on myth;
the work on myth can act with completely different types of contents. In the next
stage, the myth of statism is presented by displaying images related to a
powerful, charismatic ruler and as a chosen force. Then, in the form of a new and
innovative narrative, nationalism and statism find their identity to each other;
that is, a special narrative is constructed in which patriotism is associated and
homogenized with statism, and they display two sides of the same coin.

For this reason, neo-Archaism and reliance on the distant history of Iran in order
to reconstruction of a common collective political identity stands in the focus,
Because by doing so, the new and crisis-stricken history of Iran is put in
parentheses and signs of a powerful political order, chosen and metamorphosed
by metaphysical force (through the concept of charisma) imposed on it, and at
the same time, in this process, a two-ways relationship is formed between the
narrators and its recipients in order to advance the work on myth of statism.

In other words, audiences are at first influenced by themselves, including the
first Pahlavi. and in the next stage, public opinion is also affected by it, and then,
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with the power derived from the divine right of kings and the spread of images
related to political order in the public sphere and the cultivation of the
imagination of society and change its taste, statism in Iran stands in the stage of
establishment and consolidation. However, the myth of statism has been
declining and evolving since 1934.

The dream and social need for the rise of statism

The focal point of our discussion in this article emphasizes on the images in the
form of the imaginal. For this reason, to study the social context of statism in
Iran, the starting point and departure of this article is focused on dreams and
predictions. As mentioned in the theoretical section, whether these imaginal
forms are real or unreal, as well as scientific or non-scientific, is out of the
question here; In fact, we put these dimensions in parentheses to be able to
understand the deeper and more hidden reality that these imaginal forms are
trying to retell them. In other words, these dreams reflect the social need for the
emergence of statism and a strong state in Iran. In fact, as a rule, dream images
include things that the dreamer has already thought about in the waking state. In
fact, the main issue is the dependence of the content of dreams on the waking
world.

Statism and the Imaginal of the First Pahlavi

From this point of view, the dream has been important for Iranians from ancient
times to the present, both in the form of dreams and in the context of predicting
the future. Signs of such public attention are fully evident in the memoirs of the
first Pahlavi era. These dreams and sleeps should be considered as part of the
images that come from the unconscious or the semiconscious or the same images
that have been displayed in the subconscious due to repression and aggressive
social context in unconsciousness have been displayed but not simply reached
the radius of consciousness. Accordingly, all the dreams expressed in the first
Pahlavi period represent a deeper reality in the environment of the narrators of
those dreams; in fact, it is in a certain social and political context that these
dreams make sense.

The crisis of parliamentarism and the authoritative state in Iran

The fact is that Iranians were facing a deeply unfamiliar and crisis-ridden
environment after the Constitutional Revolution. On the one hand, the monarchy
system has been conditioned and was no longer able to offer its functions and on
the other hand, a new system has been emerged that is not incompatible within
the monarchy system and the traditions embedded in it. In fact, in this new
environment, we see a combination of two heterogeneous systems that neutralize
each other and prevent the other from role playing in its entirety. Meanwhile, the
very nature of the parliamentary system, which is based on debate and
controversy, in addition to this cause expands the scope of the crisis and the
unfamiliar environment for Iranians. Mokhber-ol Saltaneh Hedayat (1863 —
September 21, 1955) in his book, he tells the naked and unfamiliar reality to
Iranians well. "The conflict is ongoing, and the deputies in the parliament are
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quarreling”(Hedayat, 2011: 349).

In such a context, only from June 17, 1922 until the following year, 4 cabinets in
Iran change and such a political turmoil in Iran will subconsciously had
consequences in the social life of the people. This can be considered one of the
signs of the parliamentary crisis in Iran; a crisis that, because of its novelty,
many Iranians consider it as a strange and unfamiliar phenomenon.

The imaginal and the transition of heterogeneous constitutionalism

The transition from heterogeneous constitutionalism required a strong state. It
must have structural capability and social legitimacy. Social legitimacy has been
reproduced in the public sphere and has been based on the forms of Iranian
political culture relying on the imaginal and myth-making. Signs of myth-
making and the imaginal have been reproduced in different periods of Iran's
political history.

Signs of the imaginal appear in a sphere where society stand in a state of
crisis and political weakness. In this context, the ground is prepared for
turning the unfamiliarity of reality into a familiar phenomenon, and the first
Pahlavi elites begin to name their political order, which is an authoritative
state, and they depict it in the form of the role and functions of the father of a
family for the members of the nation. Also in this project, following the
Shahnameh due to its social penetration and influence was being on the
agenda to legitimize the new political order (Foroughi,: 1-4). Also, in the
absence of an efficient state, conditions are created for exploiting the myth of
the chosen and saving force; a force that can bring the Iranians out of the
current state of anarchy and at the same time overcome this naked and crisis-
stricken reality.

The function of the imaginal and work on myth in the first Pahlavi era

Here an important question arises: by what mechanism do the work on myth and
consequently the imaginal turn the naked, unfamiliar and crisis-stricken reality of
Iran into a systematic and familiar reality and pass it through the crisis? In other
words, how do they turn the Shahanshah (authoritative ruler) and the statism into
ordinary images for the people and the masses? This is done by comparing the
political and social order with the human body. In the Letter of Tansar to
Gashnasb reads: "People in the religion have four organs, which are called the al-
Arba'a organs, and the head of those organs is the king." In fact, here the
Shahanshah is compared to the human head and a natural phenomenon as a
symbol of political order to be synonymous with the human form and the human
body, and through this, the unfamiliar becomes the familiar (Minavi: 1354, 57).
But in the next stage, this need for content and meaning (the same as statism)
must be placed within a narrative to be concluded, produced and reproduced in a
society with a weak state. This is done by Mohammad Ali Foroughi at the
coronation ceremony of the first Pahlavi in May 1926. The prelection of
Mohammad Ali Foroughi in this ceremony should be construed as a clear and
great defense of the divine right of kings. In addition to this historical speech, he
considers the Pahlavi coronation ceremony as a good news from God to end the
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The first Pahlavi statism and the conquest of the public sphere

days of deprivation and hardship of the Iranians.

The first Pahlavi is a special and unique period in the contemporary history
of Iran; because the space undergoes a fundamental change from its physical
dimension and it also serves as an arena for performances and
representations to identify and legitimize the political system. In this age, by
conquering space and place in the public sphere, politics as a predicate in
which the state is placed and the scope and limits of its responsibilities are
determined, becomes a wide predicate so that prediction of that state find an
opportunity to participate in the public sphere in its widest form. This is
where we see the transformation of the concept of politics into biopolitics
(especially from 1933to 1941).

Conclusion

In this article, we tried to focus on mental images in the form of the imaginal
theory and phenomenological method and put in parentheses the realism of
such images, first by examining the dreams, sleep and prophecies that have
embedded in the memoirs of the first Pahlavi men, social and political
conditions should be restored before the emergence of Reza Khan. In the
phenomenological method, all these mental images are considered as the
repressed in the social subconscious to study the need of society for the
emergence of statism and an authoritative ruler. Under the influence of this
study, we came to the conclusion that Iran was in a very complex situation
before the emergence of the first Pahlavi in the early nineteen century. At the
same time, we are witnessing a situation of market failure, weak state, and
political and social instability. In fact, Iranians in this period were faced with
"naked reality"; a harsh, unfamiliar and alien reality. This naked fact, on the
one hand, leads them to the inefficiency of the Qajar monarchy and, on the
other hand, to the dysfunction of the constitutional parliamentary system.
This heterogeneous composition had caused the crisis to reach unprecedented
proportions in Iran. But the coup of 1921 must be formulated in the context
of the social need for an authoritative ruler in the form of one of the
characteristics of the work on myth, namely the need for meaning and
content. It seems that with the occurrence of the third coup d'etat in 21
February 1921, the Iranian society sees the imaginal that was engraved on
their minds in the form of images, and hence the role of the imaginal and the
work on myth is highlighted in the political project of the pro-Pahlavi elites.
In this section we have tried to answer this key question of how the elites of
Shahanshah (authoritative ruler) and statism become ordinary and well-
established images for the people and the masses. This is done by comparing
the symbol of political order with the human head and a natural
phenomenon.

We are also see the transformation of politics into biopolitics by the conquest of
space in the context of urban planning and architecture by the elites. However,
the myth of statism enters a period of decline and transformation from 1934 to
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1942. In other words, the myth of statism in the first Pahlavi era during this
period became hard dogma. This dogma caused it to no longer develop after the
sperm had closed. Here we see the transformation of the work on myth into
political ethic and rituals.

Key words: Statism, Work on Myth, Political Narrative, The Imaginal,
Biopolitics.
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