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In Iran's foreign policy, the non-intervention principle is beyond the legal
principle and has a fundamental aspect in Iranian philosophy and worldview in
its view of the outside world. It is as if the primary function and primary concern
in relation to outside borders is to combat foreign intervention, rather than
cooperation or interaction. This perception has led to the formation of a
phenomenon that in this study has been called “the metamemory of stranger
intervention”. Two examples of the most important audience of Iranian
memories in this regard are Russia and Britain. However, the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran has both extroverted and active aspects and has also
established relations with the great powers and even its historical enemies
according to their political, security and economic needs. The question of this
research is what is Iran's politics of memory towards Russia and Britain? In
response, it is said that Iran's memory policy towards Britain is based on the
"politics of remembrance" of past hostilities and has full legitimacy due to
consensus memories and the matching of formal and informal memory, but in
relation to Russia it is based on the politics of forgetting and the use of silencing
techniques and alternative narration, but this approach has created resistance in
the realm of informal memory and the attitude of inconsistency between the
present orientation and the common perception of people's memories of Russia
has provoked social reactions and delegitimize the development of relations with
Russia.

Introduction

During the 26 centuries of Iranian history, 1080 wars have taken place between
Iran and foreign countries. These wars have led to the formation of a
phenomenon known as "xenophobia." The expansion of Iran's foreign relations
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in modern era has evolved in interaction with the world's largest colonial powers,
namely Britain and Russia. Their interventions in Iran ranged from the smallest
affairs of the country to the retention of the prime ministers and even the king
himself. The general effects of these interventions were the intensification of
pessimism towards foreigners, and its special effect was the persistent pessimism
of Iranians towards Russia and Britain. For more than two centuries, the
memories of these interventions have been widely reproduced, and governmental
and non-governmental actors have used the political dimension of the memories
of Russia and Britain in line with their goals. The question of this research is
what is the politics of memory of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
toward Russian and British historical interventions and to what extent has this
policy been accepted in the social sphere? The hypothesis of this article is that
the representation of British memories in the public sphere is based on the
"politics of remembrance™ of past hostilities and has full legitimacy in the social
sphere due to the matching of formal and informal memories, but the
representation of government memories of Russia is based on "politics of
Forgetting" and because of the inconsistency of governmental orientation with
the common perception of people's memories of Russia, they have opposed the
government's memorial orientation.

In this study, British and Russian memory is examined using the two concepts of
"consensus memories” and "imposed memories”. The memory of the British
interventions is a consensus memory and there is no memory gap. The
concurrence of "public memory" and "official memory" of Britain has facilitated
the government’s successful politics of memory. The politics of remembrance
Iran's traumatic memories of Britain through "memory practices" legitimizes the
current hostile orientation. In contrast, the Islamic Republic of Iran, in line with
its current goals and needs, seeks to further develop relations with Russia.
Therefore, it has tried to adapt the past to the present approach, and in this
regard, through memory practices, it has adopted the politics of forgetting and
imposing a new memories of Russia. However, this approach has led to the
perception of a "memory threat" in some parts of society. Imposed memory
means forcing memories from above in which government interpretations are not
approved by a large section of society. Thus, non-governmental memory agents,
through the politics of remembrance in social spaces from below against the
politics of forgetting from above, they recall bad memories of Russia and thus
show their memorial resistance to the government's approach.

Methodology

The method used in this research is comparative and the method of data
collection is the use of reliable library and Internet resources.

Result and discussion

The conspiratorial view of British behavior and the exaggerated role of this
country in the developments in Iran is not limited to the post-revolutionary
period, and from the time of the Iran-Russia wars to the Corona era, this
tendency has existed among Iranian officials. The Government of the Islamic
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Republic of Iran has used the following six memory practices in order to advance
its anti-British memory policy:

Schools: In textbooks, Britain has been the most important and destructive
country in the contemporary history of Iran. The history of Britain's atrocities
from the separation of Herat from Iran to British aid to Saddam in Iran- Iragq war
has been described.

National Days: September 4, which coincides with the day of the martyrdom of
Rais Ali Delvari, is marked in the Iranian calendar as the "National Day against
British Colonialism."

Media: The government has used various media tools, as the most important
means of transmitting governmental memories, to socialize the memories of the
people towards Britain.

Monuments: Museums are one of the most important places of memories that
play an important role in internalizing and biographizing memories to the
audience by objectifying memory and offering live experiences. The Rais Ali
Delvari Museum, which was his residence, is one of the most active and popular
museums, which is visited by about three thousand people daily.

Memorial Laws: In the "Law on Legal-Political Pursuit of the Role and
Intervention of the United States and Britain in the Coup d'etat of 1953 coup
d'état against the National Government of Iran", the government is obliged to
receive compensation for the USA and Britain.

Public Space: In the politics of naming in cities and public spaces, the memory
of the British intervention is well connected with the daily life and lived
experience of the people.

memorial representation of Britain in urban space (Ferdowsi Square,

Tehran)

The government's politics of memory toward Britain, mentioned above, has full
legitimacy in the social sphere. Even in the society, there are more hostile
tendencies than in the government. Memory practices, of which language and

Saman Fazeli, A Comparative Study of the Memorial Representation of Russia and...




Research Letter of Political Science

Winter2022, Volume XVI1, Number 1, pp.71-109

proverbs are the most important pillars, convey the feelings of friendship and
enmity on a daily basis. In Persian, as the house of thought and the place of
construction of social life, the proverb of the deceitful man is "Churchill" or the
term "old fox" is very common to refer to Britain. The output of this policy is to
consolidate and intensify the hostile attitude towards Britain at the social level.
Such strong social foundations have been an important factor in stabilizing
foreign policy and preventing possible changes in Iran-Britain relations. When
the government tried to relatively improve relations with Europe and Britain, it
faced a negative social reaction. Protest against the reopening of the British
Embassy on September 23, 2015, Protest against the Queen's birthday on June
13, 2020, Protest against the presence of the British Ambassador in the
gatherings related to the crash of the Ukrainian plane on January 13, 2017,
Protest against the British Ambassador's trip to Yazd on October 1, 2016 show
the role of negative memories in the people's opposition to improving relations
with Britain.

On the contrary, the government has tried to change the past relations with
Russia to its current goals by adopting a policy of Forgetting. Silencing of the
past is a technique used for reconciliation. This technique believes in the
"therapeutic effect of oblivion™ because the passage of time heals psychological
wounds and seeks to leave the trauma and violence of others to collective
forgetfulness to enable reconciliation. Russia's representation in different
memorial practices such as memorial laws, national days, public spaces, and
monuments has been completely silenced. The national calendar includes 11
national days in remembering bad memories of the United States and Britain.
However, in the Iranian calendar, anniversaries such as the signing of Treaty of
Turkmenchay, the bombing of the shrine of Imam Reza, the attack on Tabriz and
the execution of Segat-ol-Eslam Tabrizi, the 1908 bombardment of the Majlis,
and the occupation of Azerbaijan have been silenced. No anti-Russian posters,
murals, banners and billboards were found in the public and urban areas.

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran seeks the comprehensive
development of relations with Russia. While the very negative memorial image
of Russia among most sections of Iranian society is Widely recalled. Events
related to Russia are even more prominent than Britain because the negative
historical picture of Britain is a general one, but memories of Russia are event-
oriented, with many events related to Russia becoming the most important
political symbols of humiliation Interventions of strangers. Due to the continued
existence of Russia, as one of the great powers of the world, and the strategic
Iran-Russia relations, memories of Russia are considered to be closely related to
today, explaining the nature of current Russia and its relationship with Iran.
Thus, through the above-mentioned procedures and narratives, the government
seeks to reconcile the past with the present and reduce social opposition to the
development of relations with Russia.

But this memory approach of the government has little legitimacy in the people
views. The memory of Russia is one of the most vivid historical memories of
Iranians towards a foreign country. For more than a hundred years, influential
memory actors have been spreading negative representations of memory about
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Russia. In this approach, historical memories connect Turkmanchay with not
delivering the S300 to Iran, negligence in the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant and
the Corona vaccine. 150 years before the capture of the US embassy and the
hostage crisis in 1979, the Iranians occupied the Russian embassy and killed its
ambassador, Griboyedov. Griboyedov was an arrogant person, he insulted the
Iranian customs, he did not take off his shoes in front of the Shah and was
considered a symbol of Turkmenchay.

After the Islamic Revolution, the Iranian people, along with very negative
memories of Britain and the United States, also had bitter memories of Russia /
Soviet Union and began to express them publicly. at the beginning of the Islamic
Revolution, foreign policy was hostile to the Soviet Union. The social and
governmental memory approach was also fully aligned, but in later years the
government introduced new memorial narration to allow for the development of
relations with Russia. but this approach was not in line with the tendencies of
sections of society. In cases such as the " Treaty on the basis for mutual relations
and the principles of cooperation between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Russian Federation"”, the "Caspian Legal Regime Convention", the Iranian
President's visit to Russia in January 1400, etc., memory variable has been one of
the reasons why people oppose the development of relations with Russia.

Conclusion

The purpose of this article was to analyze the complexities of interacting with
strangers, about whom there are deep-rooted and negative memories that are
alive in the public sphere. Memoirs of Russia and Britain are vivid and
influential. In relation to Britain, the horizons of the governmental and social
memory are in line. Thus, people who see Churchill as a symbol of cunning or
call Britain an old fox sympathize with the government's representation of
negative memories of Britain. For this reason, the government's hostile approach
to foreign policy is legitimized. But there is no consensus between the
government and society on the memory of Russia. In formal memory, In line
with the past with the current approach, there is a rupture of memories, but in the
informal sphere there is a continuum of memories. People's memory resistances
are shaped by negative representations in order to face memory threats. The
government is trying to re-socialize the memories of the people and convince the
public that Russia has separated from its history and doesn’t intend betray Iran
again. But people think of Russia as they did in the past; That is, an aggressive
and traitorous country that easily turns its back on Iran and makes this country a
compromise in its interests as a playing card. Thus, the government's attempt to
develop relations with Russia is faced with memorial opposition among
considerable sections of the population. It is important to note that, given that
memory is a "relational” concept, the acceptance of a new memory narrative
requires the adoption of an appropriate politics of memory by Russia, including
the implementation of procedures related to transitional justice and politics of
regret. Making credible "Russian change" and healing deep-rooted wounds and
resentments of Russia does not simply require one-sided claims, but requires
practical actions such as a formal apology and compensation to Iran.
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